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A Fight With Pirates, 


N addition to the different lines of 
steamers plying between San Fran- 
cisco and the various ports of China and 
Japan, bringing to this country cargoes 
of teas and transporting to those countries 
our own products, there is - 
a large and thriving trade 
earried on by other mer- 
chant companies, while 
many an individual ven- 
ture has been successfully 
made. Sea captains who 
have been long employed 
by these companies, and 
who, perhaps, understand 
the business better than 
those by whom they are 
employed, have also, with 
their accumulated earn- 
ings, started in the same 
pursuit. Owning the vessel 
which they navigate, they 
usually succeed in estab- 
lishing quite a trade, draw- 
ing largely from those 
from whom they had deal- 
ings when employed by 
others. While to a certain 
extent a captain is gov- 
erned by letters passing 
between different houses 
regarding his cargo, yet he 
is not blind to what is 
transpiring, and usually 
gains a foothold at once 
when he is cut loose and 
runs his own vessel. Not 
all succeed, but those who 
have been frank in their 
dealings, courteous and 
obliging in their manners, 
usually command a good 
trade. A captain of this 
latter class was Captain 
Philip Hargrave of the merchant vessel 
Sussex, and through anatural ability in the 
business line he had made an excellent 
record as a ‘merchant trader.” 

Six successive and successful voyages he 
had made since he had fitted out his vessel 
for her maiden trip, and on the 7th of 
June, 18738, the ship sailed from San 
Francisco om her seventh voyage. 

The crew was composed of a motley 
collection of men, but thorough seamen. 


All types and nationalities were repre- 
sented, from the almond-eyed celestial 
who presided over the cook's galley, to 
the first mate, who claimed Russia as 
his native land. Captain Hargrave was 
a Yankee. Not a real ‘‘ down-easter,” 
but one who had received his nautical 
education on the eastern coast of the 
United States. He had the respect of his 
crew, many of whom had sailed with him 
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on every voyage to and from the Orient. 

The cargo on this voyage consisted of 
dried ablones, shrimps and flasks of 
quicksilver, the two former being favorite 
dishes among the Chinese. By a judi- 
cious method which Captain Hargrave 
had adopted, he always disposed of his 
cargoes to good advantage and bought 
his shipment of teas at a figure which 
brought him a good recompense upon his 
return to the States. 





| It was a bright morning when the ship 
passed through the “Golden Gate,” and 
With a 

“Yo heave ho, over the seas we go,” 


from the crew, as a rope was tightened 
here or loosened there, and with all sails 
|drawing, the Sussex started on what 
| proved the most eventful voyage since 
coming to the command of Captain Har- 
| grave, 

The northern route usu- 
ally taken by merchant 
vessels, was followed, to 
take advantage of the 
trade winds, and merrily 
the ship bowled over the 
waves towards Faylati, on 
the South China coast, its 
objective port. 

he monotony of the 
voyage was relieved to a 
certain extent by the crew, 
when off duty, in singing 
songs, cracking jokes, en- 
joying fisticuffs, indulging 
in hornpipes, and other 
varied amusements which 
acrew at sea alone know 
how to enjoy. 

With a steady breeze 

ood time was made, and 
but a few weeks had 
passed before the Formosa 
rroup was sighted. This 
bold, mountainous country 
was a spot always dreaded 
by captains of merchant 
ships on account of the 
numerous pirate craft 
which infested its waters. 
ready to attack any vessel 
upon the slightest provoca- 
tion, and Captain Hargrave 
determined in giving it a 
wide berth. Although not 
in the least frightened, he 
followed the same policy 
he had adopted on every 
voyage, considering that to 
incur danger when it could be avoided 
would be foolhardy in the extreme. 

While passing the Formosa group a 
consultation was held and in order to be 
prepared for a surprise by pirates it was 
thought best to bring up the “ artillery,” 
as the captain called it. 

Muskets were cleaned and loaded, cut- 
lasses sharpened, and while to an inex- 
perienced eye the deck » rane si a very 
peaceful appearance, still the implements 
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of war were there, snugly hidden around 
the bulwarks, under short curtains of 
canvass. 

A few days after passing the islands the 
first mate called Captain Hargrave’s 
attention to a sail a long distance astern, 
and as the two stood by the rail watching 
the stranger, which by the aid of glasses 
proved to be a Chinese junk, the mate 
said : 

‘Captain, I have watched that junk 
ever since we passed the group, and it is 
my opinion that by the way she follows 
us she means mischief. She neither 
loses nor gains on us now, but later I 
think we shall hear from her, and un- 
favorably.” 

‘“‘Mr. Simmons,” replied the captain, 
“T have noticed she holds her distance 
well, but as a stern chase is a long one 
I hardly think she will overhaul us or 
venture an attack before we make a 
harbor, but if she does—well, a little 
excitement will do us no harm. How- 
ever, watch her, and do not let her sur- 
prise us with any Chinese tricks.” 

“Ay, ay, sir; Ill watch her, and I 
rather hope we will have a brush of some 
kind, for I think that either in fighting 
or running away, we can beat her.” 

“The harbor of Faylati, is protected 
by a natural reef running out into the 
ocean in a circular manner, several miles, 
and however rovgh the water may be 
outside this reef, it is usually smooth 
inside, and affords an excellent anchorage 
for passing vessels. 

It was a little past midday on the 12th 
of August, when the Sussex sighted the 
bay and sailed directly for the entrance 
as usual. Several junks were anchored 
outside of the reef together with a host 
of sampans and other Chinese craft, 
while the bay was comparatively deserted. 
not an American ship being in sight. 

The Chinese sampan corresponds to a 
certain extent to the dory of the Atlantic, 
but varies in size from a small, easily 
capsized boat to an extensive affair with 
its huge red square sail. 

As the Sussex passed through this fleet 
of boats for the harbor entrance a 
sampan of the larger class approached 
her, and the crew, apparently excited and 
alarmed at something, were going through 
a series of gymnastics, which to the un- 
itiated would be hard to understand. 


The Chinese cook, who up _ to 
this time had been of the 
most docile character, now became 


suddenly excited, and running to the 
Captain fell upon his knees telling him 
in the best English that he could muster 
that the country was stricken with 
cholera, and that to make the harbor 
would be certain death, and urged him 
to anchor outside. In evidence of which 
assertion he pointed to the crew of the 
sampan who had failed to make them- 
selves understood, and to the nearly 
deserted condition of the harbor. Then 
followed more unintelligible expostula- 
tions by the cook and the crew of the 
Chinese boat, until Captain Hargrave, 
calling the mate one side said in a low 
tone: 

“Tt’s a pirate trick from truck to keel- 
son. There’s that cursed junk standing 
off and on in the offing, only waiting for 
the cover of night to attack us. The 
bloody theives are in league with each 
other all ovér the country, and her coming 
in sight was a signal for these natives to 
raise the cry of cholera. We will anchor 
inside the reef, and it is evident that we 
are in for a fight. “This cholera scare is 
all bosh, and the cook is at the hottom 
of it. If they attack us he will give 


them points. Ask him to let down his 
cue and see him refuse. They don’t 
fight with their cues down, and if he 
means fight he will protest against it. 
That junk following us is enough. Get 
the cook out of the way and watch him, 
then pipe all hands and tell them to pre- 
pare for a battle.” 

Anchorage was made and the vessel 
was immed.ately surrounded by the differ- 
ent boats that were in the harbor. There 
was a clamoring of tongues, but no one 
was allowed on board, and the crew 
ordered to hold no conversation with 
them and shortly they went away. 

Night settled down upon a crew of 
hardy seamen making their final pre- 
parations for a terrible conflict. They 
knew with whom they had to deal, and 
their weapons were looked to accordingly. 
Every man was on deck and a strict watch 
kept. The moon showed itself through 
the clouds occasionally, and when it did 
eager eyes peered into the semi-darkness 
to notice the relative position of the 
junks. The anchor watch stationed on 
the forecastle, reported about 11 o’clock 
that the junk which had followed them 
from Formosa was approaching from the 
port forward quarter, and almost at the 
same time came the report that another 
was approaching from dead ahead. The 
captain went among his men and 
cautioned them to be ready for instant 
action. Shortly the two junks approached 
within speaking distance, and the pirates 
could be seen clinging to the rigging 
ready to board the ship. Noticing the 
way the tide was running, Captain Har- 
grave stationed two men at the anchor 
chain with instructions that when the 
junks approached within a stone’s throw 
to slip the cable. By this method he 
thought he would have but one enemy to 
fight. Silently the pirate boats came on, 
and breathlessly the crew of the Sussex 
grasped their muskets and waited. — It 
seemed hours to those men where it was 
only minutes. Suddenly there was a 
deafening rattle as the anchor chain shot 
through the hawse hole, and the ship fell 
off with the tide. The calculations of 
the captain had been right. As the 
vessel broached her bow swung around 
to port, and the junk then on the star- 
board quarter passed by out of boarding 
distance, while the one approaching from 
port struck the vessel bows on. 

‘Now, lads,’ shouted Captain Har- 
grave, “ let them have it and never let up 
until every one of them is at the bottom 
of the bay.” 

So sudden had come the crash to the 
junk, consternation spread among the 
crew and the withering fire poured in 
among them by the ship’s crew, was an 
advantage not easily overcome. Rally- 
ing, however, they swarmed aboard the 
ship, and with*tutlass, javelin and stink- 
pot, fought in their peculiar manner. 

It was a hand to hand conflict and the 
crew being outnumbered two to one, 
made a brave fight. As fast as the fore- 
most pirates fell, others crowded forward 
only to meet the well-directed blows of 
the cutlasses wielded by trained hands. 
‘The fight was confined to the forward part 
of the ship, as the boarding had been 
made from that quarter, and so unex- 
pectedly had come the repulse the pirates 
seemed to Jose heart, and the steady 
work of the seamen, who moved forward 
like an army of veterans was soon felt. 
Occasionally a seaman would fall, but it 
seemed that a dozen of the assailants sank 
in death to avenge the loss. 

Seine natural born cowards, 
unusually 


unless 
strong in numbers, meeting a 


began losing ground. The Yankee 
captain encouraged his men, who gallantly 
responded, and steadily, inch by inch, 
drove the enemy from the deck which 
was red with blood and strewn with 
dead and dying. 

During the conflict, the vessels had 


drifted apart, the grapplings which: were | 


to have been thrown having been: for- 
gotten in the sudden volley of musketry 
which greeted the boarders. No quarter 
was shown the Celestials and they were 
cut down where they stood or driven 
over the bulwarks to be drowned, or 
picked up by the smaller boats. 

Jt was a short and decisive battle and 
when the last pirate had disappeared all 
hands were mustered to repel boarders 
from the other junk. 

It did not mingle in the fray having 
passed too far to starboard to board the 
vessel. 

The result of the fight showed a loss 
of three seamen killed, the second mate 
severely cut on his head by a javlin 
thrust, and several others with minor 
wounds. The decks were cleared of the 
carnage and the ship brought under 
control. 

‘Well, lads,” said the captain when 
the ship had regained her anchorage and 
all hands had been piped to muster, 


“vou fought well, and if this trip pans 


out well, you will not be forgotten.” 

After the excitement had died away to 
a certain extent, the mate suddenly ap- 
peared on deck, half dragging and half 
pushing the cook, who looked a perfect 
pete of despair. By order of the captain 
ne was tied up to the main mast and 
approached by the mate with a revolver 
in his hand. Long and patiently he 
labored with that celestial, endeavoring 
to get from him the story of the attack. 
In vain he labored and finally losing his 
patience he called to the seamen : 

“Reeve a tackle to the main yard, and 
make a good noose in it; Vll make this 
blockhead talk or hang him.” 

Seeing the preparation going on the 
prisoner understood its meaning and 
again came a burst of Chinese eloquence, 
but he would not say what was wished. 

The tackle was made fast, the noose 
placed around the man’s neck andstill 
he remained stolid. 

“Bear a hand to walk away with the 
line,’ said the mate, tightening the 
noose and cutting the lashings that 
bound the doomed man to the mast. 

The cook realized that his last moment 
had come, as he felt the noose tighten, 
and his apparent disregard of death was 
suddenly supplanted by a look of terror 
and an attitude of penitence. 

He was thoroughly humbled, and upon 
the promise of the mate that his life 
would be spared consented to tell every- 
thing: 

In his broken English he said that he 
had signalled the junk at Formosa which 
had followed, also the sampan which 
first approached, and subsequently the 
junk whisk would have attacked them. 
That the plan was to secure possession 
of the vessel, transfer the cargo to the 
junks, murder the crew and _ sail the 
vessel out to sea, scuttle and sink it. 
That the cholera scare was a dodge 
always tried on like occasions and that 
it worked successfully. He admitted 
that he had planned to ship in San Fran- 
cisco with this end in view and that he 
zee hired by a gang of his countrymen to 

0 60. 
His story was plausible and contained 


resistance little expected, and inhaling i 
their foe not easily overcome, the Chinese | 





more truth than the mate could really 
stand, and he could hardly restrain the 
command to “ heave,’ but he did so. 

The cook was ironed, and the next day 
when the vessel sailed up to the landing, 
he was turned over to the authorities and 
subsequently executed. 

The cargo was discharged, the return 
eargo taken on board and the home 
voyage begun. A_ sharp lookout was 
kept for the pirate junks, but they did not 
venture a second attack. The trip was 
made safely and when the crew was 
discharged each received an extra amount 
of pay for his bravery, and were read 
to ship for the next voyage, even reapers 
it should be made eventful by another 
fight with pirates. We Ts 

+ ¢—__—_. 
Garnered Sheaves. 


A very pretty and appropriate service 
or cantata for a ‘‘ harvest concert” by 
the Sunday school, is the new publication 
called ‘‘ Garnered Sheaves.” It has been 
written and prepared by ‘“ Rosabel,” 
whose other compositions for children’s 
voices have been so successful. It 
abounds in tuneful songs, choruses and 
hymns; and there are recitations, script- 
ure texts and readings. The service will 
be acceptable to all Sunday schools desir- 
ing suitable music for a harvest festival 
or concert. It is published by Oliver 
Ditson Company, Boston, Mass., and sin- 
gle copies will be mailed by them to any 
address, on receipt of price, 5 cents. 
Send for prices by dozen or hundred. 





Games and Pastimes.i¢ 


Contributions for this department solicited from all 
readers. 





Word Hunt Prize Winners. 


In the contest ending October 15, the 
word being ‘“‘Stenography,” the first 
prize is awarded to J. W. Falkner, Free- 
port, Penn., 758 correct words. 

The second to C. C. Harris, Windham, 
Vt., 738 correct words. 

The third to Mrs. T. N. McClelland, 83 
Spring street, Lexington, Ky. 

Belle Babcock sent an excellent list 
and was only seven words from the 
winner of the third prize. Try again, 


Belle. 
oe oe 


The December Word-Hunt. 


The word selected for the next word- 

building contest is NUCLEIFORM., 

Note this particularly: Hereafter all 
rize papers must be sent to Geo. D. 
homas, 14 High St., Waltham, Mass., 

who is to-have charge of this contest. 

The rules governing the contest are as 

follows : 

1. Only subscribers can compete, but any one may 
send their subscription in with their list of words. 

2. Proper names will not be allowed and only words 
found in the body of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, 
which will be considered a final authority in deciding 
all og ol points. 

3. Prefixes, suffixes and abbreviations will not be 


counted, nor will plurals be allowed. 
4. Words marked “ obsolete” will not be counted, un- 


less they are still current in some one of their mean- 


~s’ 


ngs, 
5. Words of difierent meaning; but spelled the same, 
count as one word. 
. Words of same meaning, but spelled differently, 
count one word for each spelling, unless one is obso- 


ete, 

7. No letter can be used more than once in the same 
word unless used more than once in the word or words 
selected as the busis of the contest. 

8. All lists must be written in ink (or on a type 


_ writer) and must be alphabetically arranged, and the 


words numbered consecutively. 
9. The full name and address of the contestant must 
be written at the top of the first sheet, and also the 


word used as the basis of the contest. 


9. In case of a close contest, the number of errors 


; z and the general neatness of the work will be taken into 
_ consideration in awarding the prizes. 


rs 
. 
3 


The contest will close December 1 0th, 


3 
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and the result will be announced in the 
January issue. 

The first prize will be any two of our 
premium books, to be selected by the 
winner; the second and third prizes: 
each, one of the premium books. 

A special prize this month for the neat- 
esti list. 








++ 


The Word-Hunt. 


Those who enter the word-building 
contests are requested to write at the top 
of the first page the word used as the 
basis of the contest, and their own name 
and address, together with the number 
of words. Below is a sample of what is 
desired : 


List of Words Made from the Word 
Vocabulary. 


By Ernest G. Renshaw, Toledo, Ohio, 
29 Brookline Street. 


39 Words. 


This will greatly facilitate matters in 
looking over the lists. Some lists 
received do not bear the word used as 
the. basis, hence it is impossible to tell 
for which contest the list is intended as 
there are two lists under examination at 
the same time during a part of each 
month. é 

Bear this in mind: Hereafter all con- 
tests will close the 10th of the month 
instead of the 15th, as formerly. 

Write only upom one side of the paper 
and number each sheet used. 

For the contest which closes December 
15th,a special prize will be offered for the 
neatest list. This is in addition to the 
regular prizes and will apply to all, 
whether a prize winner or not. The 
prize will only be offered in this contest 
and is really a Christmas present from 
“Plain Talk.? The prize will be any 
book selected from the list of premium 
books. Let the contestants look care- 
fully to their work, for some one will 
win it. Some of the lists received do 
not show the care taken in copying they 
should, and these contests are as much 
of a lesson in writing as in spelling. 

—__-_+_—_§0o— 
Shadow Pantomime. 


This is a very pleasant evening amuse- 
ment for boys. A sheet is suspended 
from the ceiling and drawn tightly across 
the room, with a lamp behind. The 
actors go through a variety of pantomi mic 
gestures, which are projected on the 
sheet, and any fairy or nursery.tale may b 
thus acted. By jumping over the lamp 
the figures seem to be going through 
the ceiling. 
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The Puzzle Word. 


One goes out of the room, and the 
others agree upon a word, which is to be 
found out by asking questions, such as, 
‘‘PDoes the thing you have named fly ?” 
Does it walk ?‘ “Does it sing ?” 
“‘ Does it speak?” ‘‘ Does it grow ?” ete. 
If the questioned cannot find out from 
the answers given, a forfeit must be 
paid. 

—_——_—_4 0 —__——_- 
Pantomime. 


One of the company must leave the 
room while the others select a word 
which she is to guess on her return. 
When she re-enters the room the others 
do not speak, but represent in pantomime 
some word which shall rhyme with the 
one selected; as for instance, should the 
word chosen be heat, the first person 


goes through with the motion to eat, 
the second carefully examines his feet, 
the third takes a stick and makes believe 
beat, while the third and fourth advance 
to meet, and so each one exercises his own 
ingenuity in finding and acting a rhyme 
with the chosen word, until it has been 
guessed, when the last actor must go 
out. 





ee - 
For the Autograph Album, 


Apply thine heart unto knowledge. 

Think much, speak little, write with 
care. 

Be good, do good, and you will be 
happy. 

A smooth sea never made a skillful 
mariner. 

Bow down thine ear and hear the words 
of the wise. 

Never trouble trouble, 
troubles you. 

In the go'den chain of friendship regard 
me as a link. 

Those that want friends must show 
themselves friendly. 

Meanness shun and all its train; good- 
ness seek and life is gain. 

Strive to keep the “ Golden Rule,” and 
learn your lessons well at school. 

He is a coward who will not turn back, 
when first he discovers he’s on the wrong 
track. 

If you have found the “ pearl of great 
price,” all the bliss of heaven will be 
yours. 


till trouble 


—_—_4e@—___—_- 


The Questioner. 


Let the players be coupled off and 
form in a ring with the questioner on the 
inside. The questions may include all 
subjects not absolutely absurd, and must 
be answered, not by the person addressed, 
but by his or her partner. If the person 
addressed answers or his or her partner 
fails to answer, a forfeit is required. A 
rapid asking of questions is sure to catch 
some one. It requires considerable for- 
bearance not to answer back when a 
simple question is put to you point- 
blank, and it is here that the fun of the 
game is found. 





++ 


A Few Catch Puzzles. 


The following are a few catch puzzles 
which you may enter in “‘ Plain Talk” if 
you desire : 

1. Place four 9’s in such a position as 
to equal 100. 

2. Take 45 from 45 and 
remainder of 45. 

Arrange the figures from 1 to 9 so 
as to use each one once and have as a 
result 100. 

4. Subtract 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 0, 
from 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 0, and have 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 0, remaining. 


W.S. B. 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 


+e 


Three Easy Problems. 


1. The City of Paris went from New 
York to Liverpool, a distance of 3040 
miles, in 5 days and 9 hours. What was 
her average time per mile? 

2. The circumference of the large 
wheel of a bicycle is 16 feet, and of the 
small one 4 feet. How much oftener 
does one turn than the other in going 
21-2 miles? 

3. What is the square of 25? 

W. F. PRESLEY. 

Inwood, N. Y. 





have a 











Ladies’ Department. 


Edited b 


REBECCA SUNSHINE. Contributions solic- 
ited from all. 


Address in care of PLAIN TALK. 





New York Fashion Notes. 


The latest skirt designs show no 
drapery. 

Fragrant white clover is one of the 
new perfumes. 

Sashes are still popular for both house 
and street wear. 

Stiff collars have disappeared, and lace 
frills at wrists and throat are the pre- 
vailing style. 

There seems likelyto be a perfect furor 
for white silks for evening wear, for both 
old and young. 

The velvet Tam O’Shanter, with 
decoration of a single feather, is again 
much worn by young misses. 

Velvet for directoire dresses and for 
basques to wear with wool skirts will be 
pen more fashionable this season than 
ast. 


For a walking-hat the turban of velvet, 


plush, fur or feathers will lead, although | 


the big hat may be its rival on moderate 
days. 

Dresses of crimson or dull-red rough 
wool goods, with black velvet sleeves 
and trimmings, will be popular with 
young ladies this winter. 

Maiden hair ferns will be fashionable 
foliage for personal decoration this 
season. Artificial ferns are now made 
to imitate nature so closely that they 
will be much used. 
oe 

About Ferns, 
MONG the attractions of the window 
gardens, ferns occupy no mean place. 
For decorative purposes they are very 
effective. The natural home of the fern 








is in the leafy shades of the forest and 


among the rocks of 
falling waters, be- 
side the dancing 
brook or crystal 
stream. It will 
therefore be appar- 
ent that han 
transplanted an ef- 
fort should be made 
to give them as far 
as practicable the 
coolness, moisture 
and seclusion they 
so well love. A 
Wardian case or 
fernery is of course the best when culti- 
vated in the house, and a somewhat shel- 
tered position in the garden. The large 
Pee are best for the open, and the 

warf varieties for the window. Those 
who live in the country can get a very 
good collection at hand, while those in 
large towns must depend on the florists 
for a supply. 

The maiden hair fern is a beautiful 
hardy variety. The Hartford fern is a 
hardy climbing variety, very fine for 
decorative purposes. Its botanical name 
is Lygodium palmatum; it is very grace- 
ful and elegant. The Felix-foemina, or 
Lady fern, is a very handsome species 
and forms fine clumps with numerous 
bordering plants. Adiantum gracellinum 
is an elegant fern with light, graceful 
fronds about a foot long and nine inches 
across. Ciliata is a dwarf tree fern of 
great beauty. Davalloides is a crested 
Java fern of robust growth which sends 
forth, as from a central tuft, numerous 









back. New-rotted sods and manure are 
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ping: fronds from three to four feet 
ong. 

Lastraea aristata variegata: The 
fronds are of a rich dark green color, 
with a band of pale yellowish green, 
which runs down the centre of the pinnae 
and includes the midrib. 

Davallia Manesii is thus eulogized by 
a writer for the London Gardeners’ 
Chronicle: ‘‘ This Davallia is one of the 
hardiest and most useful ferns we have; 
it grows in this district (Japan) on the 
bare rocks, exposed to the full glare of 
the sun in hot weather, and to all the 
inclemency of the weather in the cold 
season. It is stated in the English peri- 
odical that the plant is as useful in that 
country as in Japan, and thrives equal] 
well in greenhouse, dwelling house or ou 
of doors. It is offered in this country ; 
price 50 cents. 

The little Gold fern of California is 
described as very rare in beauty. It de- 
rives its name from a waxy, yellow pow- 
der which covers the entire under surface 
of the frond. In some specimens the 
powder is grayish white, and these are 
called silver ferns, but belong to the same 
species. It requires indoor culture and 
a liberal supply of water at the root, but 
if applied to the foliage it is liable to 
wash off the powder, or stain it. so as to 
mar what is the main attraction. 

A lovely, fern-like plant of very easy 
culture is Capsidium filicifolium, a climb- 
ing vine. It is a native of Chili, where it 
is said to attain a height of forty and 
fifty feet. The foliage of the young 
shoots is of reddish hue and looks very 
attractive with the dark green of older. 
t is of a tender habit but can be grown 
in the open during summer, raised on a 
tellis. When taken up it should be cut 


the best, but it will thrive in mellow, 
well-riched soil. It requires liberal wa- 
tering, will grow in sunshine or shade, 
but an extreme either way is not desira- 


ble. 
—_—_—_—_++#—__—_ 


Portfolio for Large Engravings. 


Take a common saw buck, and remove 
the two slender rounds marked A and B. 
(See Fig. 1.) 

Then stand the saw 
buck upside down. 
(See Fig. 2.) Round 
off the ends of the 
supporting sticks ac- 
cording to diagram, 
and stain the stand 
thus made a rich 
walnut. When dry, 
give it a coat of 
varnish. ‘ 

Make the portfolio of two large-sized 
pieces of very stiff pasteboard. Cover 
them with dark brown denim. 

First, lay one piece of pasteboard on 
the denim, and cut the cloth large enough 
to allow for turning 
over each of the four 
sides. The width of 
the denim as it is 
woven will probably 
do for the width of 
the pasteboard, then 
it will only be nec- 
essary to cut off the 
required length. 

Fig. 3 shows the 
pasteh oard placed on 
the denim, and the dotted lines at the 
four corners indicate where the cloth is 
to be cut off to avoid bulk in turnin 
over, and to make the cover lie smoot 
and flat. Be careful to turn the corners 
very neatly over the corners of the paste- 





"Fig. 1. 


Fig. 2. 





board, and see that on the extreme cor- 
ners there are no raw edges. For the 
rest if does not. 
matter, as all 
will becovered 
with a lining. 

Use a strong 
thread for the 
long stitches 
across from 
edge to edge, 
in sewing the 
denim over the 
pasteboard. 
(See Fig. 4.) 

Then sew 
two pieces of 
Fig. 3. brown ribbon 
on the outer edge, as shown in diagram. 
These are to be used in tying the port- 
folio together. In like manner cover 
the other piece of pasteboard. 

Next fasten the two sides of the port- 
folio together by sewing on a strip of 
denim to form the binding. Sew the 
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| the side 
opposite 
to the one 
to which 
the rib- 
bons are 
at tached. 
(See Fig. 


4.) ; 
When 
the two 
sides and 
strip are 
Fig. 4. all sewed 
together, baste on the lining; this may 
be of brown silk or brown muslin. The 
denim, ribbon and lining should be all 
of the same color. 
To baste in the lining, first lay the 
portfolio out flat, so the lining can be 
basted on the inside, perfectly even and 
without wrinkles. This done, neatly 
turn in the edges, and overhand the lin- 
ing to the denim. Finish by sewing a 
brown silken cord all around the edge 
of the portfolio. 











Fig. 5. 
Now place the portfolio in the stand 
and loop a scarf across the side of the stand 


between the two supports. Let the scarf 
be made of some soft yellow material, 
either silk, crazy cloth, or cheese cloth, 
outlined across the ends in brown silk, 
with fringe of yellow or brown, as sug- 
gested in the illustration.—Youth’s Com- 
panion. 
—_—_469—_——_— 

Lack of material: A company of New- 
port dudes imported a mind-reader. for 
their amusement, but when he arrived 
he found he had nothing to work on.— 
Lowell Courier. 


Ri) Set ee = 








ouHow to Do It.’’4z 


Original contributions solicited for this page. Send 
sketches, no matter how pl Hs with descriptions, when 
possible, and illustrations will be made. 








How to Make a Cheap Pair of Snow- 


shoes, 


Sliding down hill on snowshoes in the 
winter is a very pleasant and healthful 
sport, and when it becomes better known 
it will probably compete fairly with 
tobogganing. The usual form of snow 
shoe used is a thin strip of ash about 
four inches wide and eight feet long, with 
the front end turned up and a band 
across near the middle for the toe. If 
you have a pair made like this it will cost 
about $1.50, but by the following 
directions any one may make a pair not 
to cost more than 10 cents, and a hammer 
is the only tool required in making them. 
First procure an empty cracker barrel, or 
any barrel with thin, hard wood staves. 
It will cost about eight cents and will be 
enough for several pairs. Choose four 
staves, two about three inches wide and 
two about four inches. Then get a piece 
of small rope, long enough to go twice 
around the toe of your shoe and splice. 
Now take a narrow stave and a wide one 
and lap them about a foot with the narrow 
one in front with the end turning up and 
the wide one the reverse. Put the loop 
of doubled rope over the end of the wide 
stave, with the splice on the under side, 
then nail the narrow stave on as shown 
in the cut so that the rope is between the 
two staves forming a loop above for the 
toe, and the work is done. 


a tb 


Supposing you have made a pair and 
have a hill from five to ten rods long, 
covered with snow, then take the shoes 
to the top and laying them down, with 
the points down hill, place your toes in 
the loops and start out. As soon as you 
begin to slide put one foot a little back, 
keeping your toe in loop, of course, and 
incline the body slightly forward. Very 
likely you will “ get left” the first time 
but if you persevere you will soon be able 
to ride almost any hill. 

' DARWIN M. ANDREWS. 


Farina, Il. 
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Stiff Buttonholes. 


The gentlest of men who can take the 
serious ills of life in the calmest way, 
has been sometime driven to the verge 
of profanity by a stiff buttonhole; noth- 
ing so fatal to peace of mind and so 
subversive of good breeding as this un- 
offended vacuum. Mind and body often 
become so fatigued by the endeavor to 
property. subdue the unyielding button- 

ole and force it to fulfill its function 
that heroes of many battles sink ex- 
hausted after a combat with the periphery 
of thread and linen. Distressed at his 
moral degeneration, a victim bethought 
himself of the purifying influence of 
water. He now applys a modicum of 
the pellucid fluid on his finger tip to the 
offending spot, and has no further cause 
of vexation. The buttonhole, softened 
by the drop of water, welcomes the 
button with great alacrity. Moreover, 
after this emolient treatment, it molds 
itself to the shape of the shape of the 
button without detriment to the brilliant 


polish of cuff and egliar, i 
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How to Put Life into a Hair. 


Pull a single hair out of a horse’s tail, 
but be careful he does not kick you, then 
cut it off at both ends until it is about 
six or eight inches long; fill a water- 
colored bottle, holding about a pint, with 
clear, fresh water, now tightly cork the 
bottle and put it away in a quiet place. 
Do not allow the bottle to be shaken but 
let it remain in this position until life 
appears. In some cases it requires but 
two weeks, in others as long as two 
months. Your first effort may be fruit- 
less but by perseverance and carefulness 
you will always succeed. 

WM. F. PRESLEY. 

Inwood, N. Y. 





+0 ___—_- 
To Make a Needle Float. 

This is a very simple thing to do, yet 
everyone cannot do it. Fill a tumbler 
with water until it almost runs over the 
edge then get a light needle, perfectly 
dry, and carefully push it upon the sur- 
face of the water being careful not to wet 
the needle entirely or else it will sink ;afte 
a second or third trial it will float when 
you can blow it around the glass like a 


piece of wood. 
WM. F. PRESLEY. 
Inwood, N. Y. 


—+$~eo—__ 
Removing Tight Finger Rings. 


Use the finest silk or thread consistent 
with strength—ordinary housewife thread 
is strong enough. Pass the end hetween 
the finger and the ring, keeping the spool 
or unlimited end at the side next the 
finger tip; then wind toward the tip of 
the finger for about a quarter of an inch; 
then wind off from above by the short 
end about half this amount. Proceed 
alternately winding on and off, always 
leaving about one-eigth of an inch in 
breadth wound beneath the ring. When 
the knuckle is passed, the ring comes off 
easily. Oil or soap the thread well, and 
push up the ring before commencing to 
wind. This method, it is believed, will 
remove any ring. 

— +4~2o—_____—. 


Cutting and Boring Glass, 


Any hard steel tool will cut glass with 
great facility, when freely wet with cam- 
phor dissolved in turpentine. A drill 
bow may be used, or even the hand alone. 
A hole bored may be easily enlarged by 
a round file. The ragged edges of glass 
vessels may be easily smoothed with a 
flat file. Flat window glass can easily 
be sawed with a watch-spring saw by 
the aid of this solution. In short, the 
most brittle glass can be wrought almost 
as easy as brass by the use of cutting 
tools kept constantly moist with cam- 
phorized oil of turpentine. 

—+~e¢—____ 


Look Here, Friend, Are You Sick. 


Do you suffer from Dyspepsia, Indi- 
gestion, Sour Stomach, Liver Complaint, 
Nervousness, Lost Appetite, Biliousness, 
Exhaustion or Tired Feeling, Pains in 
Chest or Lungs, Dry Cough, Nightsweats 
or any form of Consumption ? l£ so, 
send to Prof. Hart, 88 Warren St., New 
York, who will send you free, by mail, a 
bottle of Floraplexion, which is a sure 
cure. Send to-day. 
oa 

What was in it : ‘‘ My ease is just here,” 
said a citizen toa lawyer. ‘‘ The plaintiff 
will swear that I hit him. I will swear 
that I did not. Now, what can you law- 
yers make out of that if we go to trial ?” 
‘*A hundred dollars, easy,” was the reply. 
~Bench and Bar, ‘My 
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Contributions solicited. Questions upon any topic re. 
lating to coin collecting will be answered in this depart- 
ment by specialista. 
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Confederate Notes. 

_ As a general thing collectors of curios- 
ities, coins, etc., devote less time to Con- 
federate notes than to any other branch 
of collecting. But why is this? ‘“‘ Of all 
classes of paper money that can be pro- 
cured at a moderate expense, these are 
the most interesting, both from the 
multiplicity of design and from their 
being the principle relics of the greatest 
of civil wars.” 

On the notes we find the likenesses 
of the President and other Confederate 
notables; pictures of the capitols of the 
different States, etc. What we can learn 
from the notes themselves and the 
pleasure derived from collecting, will 
amply repay us for the amount expended. 

When the Confederacy was first estab- 
lished, the seat of government was at 
Montgomery, Alabama, and it was there 
that the first notes were issued. These 
were engraved by the National Bank 
Note Company of New York, and are 
more prized than any of the others. 
When Virginia joined the Confederacy, 
Richmond was made the capital and 
remained such till the end of the war. 
It was from here that the other notes 
were issued, and two of these were 
engraved by the National Bank Note 
Company, and the others by southern 
firms, Keating & Ball, of Columbus, 
South Carolina, engraving the majority. 

All the issues of 1861 were recalled by 


the treasury, and canceled by pavank, the 
signatures cut out. It may have been 
that all were not returned and conse- 


quently not canceled, but all that I have 
seen, except counterfeits, were canceled. 

Let’s take the $2.00 of June 2, 1862, 
and see what is on it. 

First we see that it is on white paper, 
about 2 7-8 by 6 3-8 inches in size. 
little to right of the center, we see the 
‘* Confederacy killing the Union.” ‘‘ Con- 
federacy and Union” are in the shape 
of men; ‘‘ Confederacy” is on top with 
sword in his hand, and about to strike 
‘*Union ” who is on the bottom. 

On either side of this in frame is 
2 with checkered background. In the 
upper left-hand corner we see a picture 
of Judah Peter Benjamin, the Secretary 
of State. Below this is TWO in fancy 
capitals in frame, and below this, in plain 
caps and frame “‘ Receivable in payment 
of all duties except export duties.” By 
the side of this we see ‘‘B. Duncan, 
Columbia, S. C.,”? from which we suppose 
that he was the engraver. Above the 
2’s on either side the center picture, 
in plain caps, is ‘‘Six months after the 
ratification of a treaty of peace between 
the Confederate States and the United 
States ;” and below the center picture, 
in plain black faced type, ‘‘ The Confed- 
erate States of America,” and below this 
in script ‘‘ Will pay.”? and on the same 
line in shaded caps, ‘‘ Two dollars,‘ ‘‘ to 
hearer” in script. Below this, in another 
line, we see ‘‘No..... Richmond” in 
shaded caps, ‘‘ June 2, 1862,” in seript. 
In the center of the bottom is 2 in a 
shield. and on either sidé is ‘‘ For 
Register” and “For Treasurer.” In 
the center of the extreme right is ‘‘ Fund- 
able in eight per cent stock, or bonds 
of the Confederate States; in plain 
caps in a frame. ‘This is one of the 
smallest of the notes, the reverse is 
blank, , iad 
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Secretary’s Report. 


During October the Official Board 
completed the Board of Trustees by the 
appointment of the following as mem- 
bers: E. J. Rockwood, 10 Coral St., Wor- 
cester, Mass. G. L. Fancher, West Win- 
stead, Conn. 

In my last report I called the attention 
of the members to the fact that the dues 
for the ensuing year were now payable, 
and I must again bring this matter to 
their notice, as but few have remitted to 
the Treasurer. 

By-Law nine reads as follows: ‘‘ The 
dues of all members shall be one dollar 
per year. In case any member fails to 
settle his account within thirty days from 
the time when due, the Secretary shall 
notify such delinquent members, and 
unless the dues are paid ‘within thirty 
days thereafter his name shall be dropped 
from the roll, unless otherwise ordered 
by the Official Board 

I have notified all members who are in 
arrears, and trust that they will settle 
before December 1st, at which time all 
delinquents will be dropped. 

The dues are so small that none can 
plead poverty as an excuse, and if any 
desire to pay semi-annually, they are at 
liberty to do so. 

The members are bestirring themselves 
in getting recruits, and the good work 
should go on until hundreds are added 
to our number. 

Following is a list of NEW MEMBERS : 

No. 21.—Frank B. Anderson, No. 2 
Carroll St., Nashville, Tenn. 

No. 22.—G. C. Lubitz, No. 4,072 
William St., Pittsburg, Pa. 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


Melvin G. Fuller, No. 6 Cutler St., 
Worcester, Mass. References: E. J. 
Rockwood, ©. A. Perkins. 

Robert W. Curtiss, Stratford, Conn. 
References: Geo. H. Richmond, A. H. 
Curtis, 53 Murray St., New York. 

If no objections are received to the 
ersons in the foregoing list before 

ecember 1st, they will then be entitled 
to membership upon payment of dues. 

A. DAVISON, Secretary. 
——— 4° 
Report of the Librarian. 

Now that the A. A. A. has passed 
safely its first and most critical year, and 
we have proved that though small we're 
“awful smart,” I hope and trust that 
the worst is over, and that we may 
increase in strength during the coming 
year. I have had more or less corres- 
pondence with the officers of the society, 
and some of them I have had the pleasure 
of meeting, and it seems to me that they 
are all men that are interested in their 
work, and with the material we have on 
hand we should make a success of the 
A.A. A 





A word as to the library. It consists 
at present of one large scrap-book partly 
filled with clippings sent me by members. 
Owing to absence from home during the 
past four months I have been unable to 
finish it, but hope to soon as I have 
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enough matter to fill the book, and start 
another. When finished it will be for 
the use of the members, on the payment 
of a small sum, to cover postage, etc. 

Send in your bits, however small. 
The receipts this month have been: two 
copies of ‘‘ Exchangers’ Monthly ” from 
A. Davison, Sec’y A. A. A.; two copies 
of the ‘Curio Informant” from the 
editor, J. G. McBride, Nashville, Tenn., 
in which I notice a good word for the 
A. A. A., also “‘ Report of the Worcester 
Society of Antiquity.” 

C. A. PERKINS, 


Librarian. 
a 2 


->—_—_—___—_—— 
A Louisiana Curiosity. ° 

Just one mile a little east of south from 
the old homestead of my youthful days, 
and one-half mile from the left bank of 
Beouff river has been implanted a most 
unique curiosity. It consists of an 
orchard of wild plum trees, and contains 
about twenty-five acres, situated on a 
slightly elevated plateau about twice as 
long as its breadth. There are plenty 
of the trees eight to ten inches in 
diameter, and thirty to forty feet high. 
Being surrounded on all sides by a stately 
forest renders the phenomenon the more 
striking. 

Whether it is only another of nature’s 
many grotesque formations or was set 
there by the roving Indians _ that 
formerly inhabited the country, is a 
question of doubt; but the surrounding 
conditions would lead one to the in- 
ference that it was probably planted by 
the Indians. 

Throughout the valley, on the ridges, 
there are wild plum trees occasionally 
found scattered about, from one to half 
a dozen in.a place. 

To me it seems that if nature had made 
this orchard there would have been 
many more such formations. There is 
no other timber of any kind growing on 
the ground it occupies, indicating that 
je timber had been purposely cleared 
off. 

Let its origin be what it may, it has 
been a topic of much remark since it was 
first found in the summer of 1865. 

Tipton, La. R. A. WALLACE. 
or 


Frauds—Collecting Notes. 


I was much pleased with the article in 
“Plain Talk,” by President Berlin, on 
“Frauds.” I agree with him that no 
attempt should be made to restore or 
improve a broken relic. Still I think 
that it is allowable to unite the parts, 
when, as it sometimes happens, both 
pieces of a point are found. I had at 
one time half of a very fine celt found 
near my house, the remainder being 
picked up by another collector some half 
mile away, the two pieces uniting per- 
fectly. It was my fortune to find some 
fifty pieces of a steatite food vessel, 
holding about three quarts, the outside 
being still black from the smoke. Now 
I do not consider that I am doing any- 
thing wrong in fastening the parts to- 
gether, nor do I consider the vessel so 
restored as a fraud. 

That there are genuine frauds, I do 
not doubt, as I was shown ‘some such of 
extra fine form and finish, made from 
plate glass, crockery, and some of stones, 
the workmanship being such that no one 
would mistrust but that they were 
genuine. They were made in Connecticut 
hy a white man, and no pretence to their 
being genuine was ever made. They are, 
I am told, more of the same kind in the 
Deerfield Museum, but I think the 
quantity is limited. The safest and most 
interesting method of collecting is to pick 








from the ground the relics that are scat- 
tered vyer the country, and from my ex- 
perience [ believe that there are but few 
places in the United States that by care- 
ful search will not yield something ; and, 
by the way, one writer asserts that in 
his opinion these arrow points, ete., were 
never made by the Indians but by a race 
that inhabited this country previous to 
them, and that they were found and used 
by the Indians. Now, if they were obliged 
to hunt as much to find them as I do, 
they must have had a hard time of it. 
I should say that I had walked about a 
thousand miles to make my collection 
and all the time have kept within twenty 
miles of home, but when I find a point 
just showing above the surface of the 
ground I feel pretty certain that it is 
genuine, and I am the first that has seen 
it, since it was dropped by its dusky 
owner years ago. 

Dealers are not as careful as they 
should be in selling specimens to give the 
proper locality in which they were found. 
I received from a friend some fine points, 
purchased of a prominent dealer, and 
labeled as coming from New Mexico. <A 
well-known collector informed me that 
one of the points was found by him in 
Ohio, and proved his assertion e show- 
ing his private mark on the arrow, and 
the duplicate mark in his note-book. 
Therefore, mark each piece as soon as 
found. I make it a point wherever I am 
to be on the lookout for specimens.  I[ 
find them on the sidewalk, in the streets, 
below tide on the shore, and one fine 
spear was taken from the decayed stump 
of a pine tree, on the shores of Moose- 
head Lake in Maine. Others were dug 
from shell heaps and one very fine spear- 
head was found half on the shore of a 
lake and the remainder during a very dry 
season on a bar some distance from the 
shore. During the past summer, while 
staying at Pemaquid, Me., I opened a 
shell heap taking from it 150 pieces of 
pottery, some of it being fjnely decor- 
ated; several very good points, two 
scrapers, a celt and a large quantity of 
bones and teeth of deer, seal, etc., one 
bone showing marks of the flints or 
knife used in cutting the meat. Every 
bone was fractured, and the marrow ex- 
tracted. In another heap some two 
feet from the surface I found the 
skeleton of an Indian, lying extended at 
full length, evidently having been buried 
before the shell heap was started. but 
as he was in rather poor condition, hay- 
ing been kept too long, I ‘‘ left him lying 
where he fell.’ Another skeleton was 
found buried near this in a sitting 
posture, with a large stone in his lap. 

I spent one day at the Damariscotta 
shell heaps and was surprised at their 
size. The heaps are composed, as far as 
I could see, of oyster shells. They are 
situated on both sides of the river, and 
are from one to twenty feet high, with 
large trees growing on them. The 
shells in many places are in layers, from 
four to eight feet thick, with’ not a 
particle of foreign matter between, many. 
of the shells are perfect, but from ex- 
posure to the elements are very tender, 
crumbling at the slightest touch. 

An effort has been made to burn the 
shells for lime, also many tons have been 
ground for hen feed, and still but small 
impression has been made on the immense 
pile. Relics I was told are seldom found, 
axes being the principal implements. It 
is a curious sight to see the immense 
heap of oyster shells in a locality, where 
an oyster has not been seen within the 
memory of the oldest inhabitant. The 


bottom of the river, for quite a distance — ‘ 
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from the shore, is white with the pow- 
dered shells. A person looking at the 
thousand tons of shell cannot but think 
that ‘‘ Poor Lo” was fond of oysters and 
that he indulged his taste to his heart’s 
content. But what’s that to do with 
* Frauds’? The heaps are genuine, no 
doubt, but ‘‘Who.ate the oysters?” is 
the question. 

In regard to washing a specimen: it 
seems to me a small matter as to what 
kind of soil it was found in. A_ point 
is certainly more attractive to look at, and 
more convenient to handle, that has been 
neatly washed and, therefore, | wash each 
specimen to bring out its best points. 
Nor is it necessary that every point should 
be whole and perfect, as many broken 
and rude pieces give a better idea of the 
method of manufacture. I often wonder 
how many were broken in making; how 
many by frost, the plow, hoe, etc. I find 
more than a dozen broken and imperfect 
points to each whole one, and in one piece 
of ground there has been found some 
two hundred arrow-heads all more or 
less injured, by what, I do not know. 

OC. AvP, 
+o ——____ 


The Ohio Serpent Mound. 

Dr. C. L. Metz of Madisonville, O., 
is an ardent archaeologist, and finds 
opportunity in the midst of an extensive 
practice, to deyote some time to field 
work. 

A reporter called upon the doctor at 
his home tin Madisonville and found 
him just ready to start on a professional 
trip, which was not to be postponed. 
“Get in,” said he, ‘‘ we can talk as well 
riding as elsewhere.” The reporter obey- 
ed, and, securing a portfolio of photo- 
erephs and some descriptive matter, the 
octor took his place and we were off. 





“These photogiaphs represent the 
famous Serpent Mound, in Adams 
County. This has long been considered 


a valuable field, but for lack of money 
we have deemed it hardly prudent to 
spend so much in one place. But three 
years ago, a few ladies of Boston, who 
were interested in our researches, under- 
took to raise the requisite amount. Neat 
bits of card board, with a printed descrip- 
tion of the mound, and the purpose of 
the originators of the scheme plainly set 
forth, were circulated among their friends 
with a request for subscriptions. The 
plan was even more successful than they 
had dared dream it might be, and in the 
spring of 1887, the Serpent Mound, with 
a reservation of sixty acres of adjacent 
land, was presented to the Museum. 
“Steps were immediately taken to 
secure its future preservation. A high 
picket fence was built around the entire 
enclosure. Before this visitors would ride 
to the scene on horseback and consider 
it great pleasure to ride back and forth 
along the back of the monster serpent. 
All this desecration has now been stopped 
The embankment wherever -.defaced has 
been restored to its original shape. 
Parties wishing to view the monster now 
must enter the enclosure through a turn- 
stile, and on foot. While inside they are 
under the surveillance of a_ regularly 
employed watchman, not a twig is allowed 
to be cut or a gun fired. In consequence 
of the latter the wild animals have multi- 
pe and grown astonishingly bold. 
Tuch pains have been taken with the 
shrubbery, and specimens of every kind 
of plant indigenous to Adams County may 
be found within the enclosure. At the 
foot of a little knoll we have built a 
spring house in the shape of a cave, in 
one room of which the photographs at 
which ou are now looking were 
developed. Everything has been done 
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to beautify the place, and altogether it is 
one of the most beautiful parks to be 
seen anywhere.” 

“But the great Serpent? Where and 
what is it?” queried the reporter as the 
doctor again climbed into the buggy 
after having administered to a patient 
suffering from rheumatism. 

“These photographs will give you a 
very fair idea of that,” said he. ‘‘ The 
figure is an embankment measuring 
1,415 feet from head to tail, and six feet 
in height at the center, decreasing 
gradually toward either end to probably 
three feet in height. The head is well 
proportioned and is represented with the 
mouth open. Just in front of this is a 
small, oval-shaped mound. This was 
carefully gpened some time since, but 
only a pile of stones at its base was found. 
The fact that the stones showed traces 
of fire would lead to the belief that the 
mound had been used as an altar. The 
body of the serpent is represented in 
about six convolutions. A short distance 
back from the head, on either side, is a 
small mound, oblong in shape, giving the 
immense creature the appearance of hay- 
ing wings. This was probably the in- 
intention of the builders. Mounds of a 
like nature in Europe have always had 
same appearance, 

“The mound builders, as we designate 
them, seem to have had a penchant for 
hilltops. The location of this mound was 
certainly well selected. It is in the 
northern part of Adams County and near 
the line, six miles from Peebles, a station 
on the Ohio & Northwestern. The 
mound proper is located on the top of a 
bluff overlooking the valley of Beaver 
Creek, and commands a most beautiful 
view. The entire enclosure includes 
hill and valley. A portion cf it has been 
especially prepared for a picnic ground, 
and is no doubt destined to become a 
popular resort. An enterprising citizen 
of Hillsboro certainly so thinks, for he 
has erected a fine hotel for the accommo- 
dation of visiting parties. 

‘Has it been prepared as a sort of 
Mecca and Medina combined for we pil- 
grims of archaeological faith ? Well, 
hardly. We.consider we are doing a 
favor to coming generations in fostering 
and preserving these few remaining 
monuments of a pre-historic race. Our 
highest ambition now is to get hold of 
that much abused relic, Fort Ancient. 
It is fast becoming obliterated, and unless 
steps are soon taken looking to its pre- 
servation, the ruthless hand of time and 
man together will have rendered it 
entirely worthless. 

“As to the object of these various 
earthworks, it, like the origin and history 
of their builders, must remain a mere 
matter of conjecture. The supposition 
is that the Serpent Mound was an object 
of worship. The mound at its head was 
probab'y an a'tar. on which sacrifices were 
offered, as the burnt stones found within 
would indicate. It might be of interest 
to you to know that some disance from 
the Serpent was quite a large mound. 


In this was found ten skeletons, 
nine of which were what is 
termed  ‘ intrusive.’ That is, the 
mound had heen erected over one 
skeleton. The remaining nine had been 
inserted afterward. The one was 


probably a more important personage.” 


sithere tyacansel st 

L. W. Stilwell, the well-known dealer 
in natural history and American archaeo- 
logical specimens, is sending out a new 
and fine retail catalogue, a copy of which 
every collector should secure. Mr. Stil- 


well has been in business since 1884 and ! 


is entirely reliable, 


of 
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A Fine Perfect TRILOBITE 
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ewes (Calymeme N jagarensis)sent pust- 
(e+ paid for 30 cents. 


A tine Pentremite sent for 15 
cents. 


23 FLETCHER M.NOE, 


1 & 3 Cyclorama Place, Indianap- 
olis, Ind. 


ANCIENT INDIAN RELICs. 


Drawing» of some rare things, for stamp. Illustrated 
Catalogue, 6c. or free with order. 

12 all different and desirable implements and orna- 
ments wrought out of tlint, stone and shell. - 

Interesting lot for study only 75c. Will sell for more 
money. 

12 good arrowheads, 30 vents, 2c. stamps taken. 


R. NISSLEY, 
ADA, OHIO. 


i 





Hardin County. 








z—~ For Sal- INDIAN RELICS 
=Jy Minerals, Fossils, Sea Shells, Ol) Arms, 

x Confederate and State Bank Notes, 
Autographs, Stamps, Curiosities, eta. 
lllustrated Catalogue, 6 cents post-paid, 
R.W.Mercer,147Cent. Ave.Cincianati,Q, 
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Headquarters for the Beautiful Little Oregon Bird 
Arrow Points, for Collectors and Dealers. 

Sioux, Apache, etc., Indian Relics in large variety. 
Museuins, advanced collectors and amateurs supplied 
with genuine Relics. Write for large catalogue of 
Archeolgical Relics, Minerals and Fossils to 

I. W. STILWELL, Deadwood, Dak. 


ABIRDS\MANNA 
the Canary Breeders of 


The Great Secret of 
the Hariz Mountain,Ger many. ird Manna 
willrestore the song of Cage Birds, will pre- 
vent their ailments and \ keep them in good 
condition. It makescanari “AeA essing, even while 
shedding feathers, Sent by \ mailon recriptof 
l5e. Sold bet ee = Bird_Book free. 
Bird Food Co., 400 N. 3d St.. Phile Pa 











{0c Pays for your name and address in Agents 
* Direetory. R. 


Va. 


INDIAN RELICS. 


Stemmed Scraper. These 
were used by Indians ma- 
king Bows, Arrows and 
Scraping Hides.......... 

Perfect Arrow. ...- Bat + 15 


A. Stephenson, Berlin, 





are a Perfect Spear Head....... .26 
Pottery Pipe Stem, 14, to 2 inches long. -.......... -25 
Pottery fragment: of V eseel. «22. 45.5. 2 eed 10 
Indisn Beads, from Graves! .-- -:...--..c0-ssesccees -25 
Net Sinker, described in PLAIN TALK, Vol. VIII. 

DARC Bor estes ex okies ned eweastadvucaemanas kee 25 


$1 
All the above in one package post paid for $1.25, sat- 
isfaction guaranteed. Catalogue for stamp; also out- 
lines of any specimens you may want for stamp. 
ELME E. McWETHY, 
Pavilion Centre, Genesee Co., N.Y 


THE YOUNG NATURALIST’S,« 








Y a 
Seer 
pore Ears 


A choice specimen of anything on this let will be sent post-paid fer 8 CTS, of we wT Oe 
the eotire collection, 45 specimens, packed if « Nest wooden box post-paid FOM OTE 63 CTS. 
Bo. 1 Resurrection Plant, Mex. 29 Alligator Tooth, Indian River, Fie 

2 Card Marine Algme, Martha's Vingyard | 80 Crinoid Siem, Oumberland River, Tex 


8 25 ver. Foreign Stam; 81 Curio §; , Babamas 

4 Gan Shell Newen. Debamee 82 Petrified Wood, Sonoma Co., Cala. 

Starfish, “Electric” Stone, Jeff. Co, N. Y. 
Sand Sha: antio 


Cod, Mass, 


5 Cay 33 
6 Bark from Tree, 8) M wk A 
7 “Big Tree” Bark, ay oo 35 Flexible Gnal tiedtos), Tongs Liles 
8 Bend Dollar, Casco Bay, Ma 36 Limpot, Bahamas 
® Chinese Coin 37 Bloodytooth Shell, Nasae 
10 Tusk Shell, W. I. a0 Fee ae ee 
Bi Opercalam or . Babwmae 
is yey ies agence 40 Native Magnet Core, Arial 
3 pores Eats, Amboing 41 Aste Shell, Zansiber 
Oyprea Arabrica, 44 6 Gaines Pon, 
is 4 cae 48 Piece of Loofeh, Japan 


16 Gray See Bean, Nemec, Bahamas 44 2 Egg Ca 
17 Rrown banded Bea Bean, Bahamas Piece Cloth, made by the Has 
i Uves of Sancan 
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90 Arrowhead, Co., Indians FRANK HM. LATTIN 
81 Acorn Baroncle I Publisher of “THE OOLOGIST,” 


Wholeasle and Ratost Dealer im 
Specimens, Instruments, Supplies and 
Ppablications for the Maturalist, 
Albion, M. Y. 
Ca Bewp % eraxr ros Comrusrs 
This is truly one of the most **Marselous™ collections ever pai cp it i 
. and while tpvalosble to * 
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23 Quarts Crystal, Hot Springs, Ark. 
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Publishers wishing to discontinue their 
’ papers, can make liberal arrangements 
with us for the filling out of unexpired 


subscriptions. 
—_—— soo 


A subscriber, who is interested in 
amateur photography, is anxious to have 
“Plain Talk” print a series of articles in 
relation to this subject. If enough of our 
readers are interested the articles can be 
had. Let us hear from all who would 


like them. 

Fowler & Wells Co., N. Y., have pub- 
lished a volume by George J. Manson on 
the Choice of Occupation by young men, 
under the title of ‘‘ Ready for Business,” 
in which are shown the advantages 
afforded by a dozen or more professions, 
trades and occupations. 

RE ered = 

The publishers of ‘‘ St. Nicholas” an- 
nounce that that magazine is to be en- 
larged, beginning with the new volume, 
which opens with November, 1889, and 
that a new and clearer type will be 
adopted. Four important serial stories 
by four well-known American authors 
will be given during the year. 

#06 — 
James G. McBride, the go-ahead pub- 
lisher of the ‘‘ Curio Informant,” of Nash- 
ville, Tenn., prints the following in a 
recent issue of his paper: ‘‘One of the 
most praiseworthy associations in the 
country is the American Archaeological 
Association, composed of men of superior 
intelligence all over the country. As yet 
it is in its infancy, but only needs the aid 
of a few live journals to push it and swell 
its ranks. Now, it strikes us that every 
collector in that branch should be a mem- 
ber, and knowing there are very few 
towns in the country but what has a loca] 
association interested in archaeology, we 
would suggest they send their applications 
in a bunch to what is now the foundation 


of what can be made the greatest and 

most intellectual association in the 

world.” 
” 





—+0—_—_—. 


Money Making Pursuits for Boys and 
Girls. 


POULTRY RAISING. 

Many of our readers seem to be inter- 
ested in the raising of poultry, though 
very few who have addressed us give 
any points of practical value. The 
majority have not kept their accounts 
with sufficient care so that they can 
really tell whether their fowls have been 
a source of profit or of loss to them. 

In this, as in any enterprise in which 
boys or girls may engage, care should 
be taken to keep accurate accounts, so 
that it may be easy to ascertain at any 
time when necessary, just what the results 


have been. No elaborate system of book- 
keeping is necessary. A simple account 
kept under the two headings of ‘‘ Amount 
Received ” and ‘‘ Amount Paid Out” will 
answer, if time or inclination is lacking 
for something more extensive. 

One subscriber writes as follows: 

‘This business may be followed with 
profit by young people living in the 
country or suburbs and villages. The 
writer began with thirteen fowls and a 
rather small stock of experience. ‘The 
eggs and poultry were disposed of at a 
country store, which shipped its produce 
thirty miles to a large city, so no fancy 
prices were realized. The price of eggs 
was from 10c. to 20c. per dozen, and for 
poultry proportionately low. The books 
kept that year are lost but it is remem- 
bered that there was received, less ex- 
penses, about $12.00, and the stock was 
increased to twenty or more fowls. That 
poumtey keeping is profitable there is no 

oubt; though the above record is rather 
below the average, in fact, it was almost 
a failure, through lack of experience. A 
New Jersey lady is said to have made 
over $100 in one year from a flock of 
sixteen birds, and a boy of seventeen, 
while attending school, cleared nearly 
$140 from less than fifty fowls in one 
year. 

I can heartily recommend this pursuit 
to any of “ Plain Talk’s” readers who 
feel disposed to enter the ranks of the 
money-getters. A large flock is not 
necessary, as small numbers pay better 
in proportion. Like any other business 
its success depends largely on the care 
given it, and some experience, the more 
the better will greatly aid the poultry- 
keeper. Ay, Toe Bee’ 


We will be glad to have our subscrib- 
ers write us regarding the success which 
they may have had with poultry, and if 
any desire to ask for information, com- 
petent and experienced persons stand 
ready to make reply. 

Several other methods of money-getting 


will be given in our December issue. 
———_$eg — 


Twenty Questions About Flectricity. 

‘*Scribner’s Magazine,” which made a 
great success last year of its series of 
articles upon railroad topics, is this year 
giving an equally interesting and valuable 
series upon electricity. A series of twenty 
questions which the publishers have com- 
piled, is given below, together with the 
answers : 


THE QUESTIONS. 


1. How Strong a Current is used to 
send a Message over an Atlantic Cable? 
2. What is the Longest Distance 
over which Conversation by Telephone 
is daily maintained ? 
3. What is the Fastest Time made 
by an Electric Railway ? 
How many Miles of Submarine 
Cable are there in Operation ? 
5. What is the Maximum Power gen- 
erated by an Electric Motor ? 
6. How is a Break in Submarine 
Cable Located ? 
How many Miles of Telegraph 
Wire in Operation in the U. S.? 
8. How many Messages can be trans- 
mitted over a Wire at one time ? 
_ 9%. How is Telegraphing from a Moy- 
ing Train acodinphiaied ? 
10. What are the Most Widely Separ- 
ated Points between which it is possible 
to send a Telegram? xs 








11. How many Miles of Telephone 
Wire in Operation in the U. S.? : 

12. What is the Greatest Candle 
Power of Arc Light used in a Lighthouse ? 

13. How many Persons in the U. S. 
are engaged in Business depending solely 
on Electricity ? 

14. How long does it take to Trané- 
mit a Message from San Francisco to 
Hong Kong? 

15. What is the Fastest Time made 
by an Operator Sending Messages by 
Morse System ? 

16. How many Telephones are in use 
in the U. S.? 

17. What War Vessel has the Most 
Complete Electrical Plant ? 

18. What is the Average Cost, per 
mile, of a Trans-Atlantic Submarine 
Cable ? 

19. How many Miles of Electric Rail- 
way are there in Operation in the U. S.? 

20. What Strength of Current is dan- 
gerous to Human Life? 


THE ANSWERS. 

1. 30 Cells of Battery only. 
to 30 Volts. 

2. About 750 Miles from Portland, 
Maine, to Buffalo, N. Y. 

3. A Mile a Minute by a small Ex- 
perimental Car. 20 Miles an Hour on 
Street Railway System. 

4. Over 100,000 Miles, or enough to 
Girdle the Earth Four Times. 

5. 75 Horse Power. Experiments in- 
dicate that 100 Horse Power will soon 
be reached. 

6. By Measuring the Electricity 
needed to Charge the remaining Un- 
broken Part. 

7. Over a Million, or enough to En- 
circle the Globe Forty Times. 

8. Four, by the Quadruplex System 
in Daily Use. 

9. Through a Circuit from the Car 
Roof inducing a Current in the Wires on 
Poles along the Track. 

10. British Columbia and New Zea- 
land, via America and Europe. 

11. More than 170,000 over which 
1,055,000 Messages are Sent Daily. 

12. Two Million, in Lighthouse at 
Houstholm, Denmark. 

13. Estimated, 250,000. 

14. About 15 Minutes. Via New 
York, Canso, Penzance, Aden, Bombay, 
Madras, Penang, and Singapore. 


Equal 


15. About Forty-two Words per 
Minute. 

16. About 300,000. 

17. United States Man-of-War, 
** Chicago.” 

18. About $1,000. 


19. About 400 Miles, and much more 
under construction. 


20. 500 Volts, but depending largely 
on Physical Conditions. 
———_—__—_ eo —--—_—_ 


Personal Mention. 

Patti received $3,500 every time she 
sang in London last season. 

An English lady has left $50,000 to 
be devoted to the protographing of the 
stars, planets and nebulae. 

The handsomest of the ladies of the 
legations at Washington is Mme. Romero, 
the wife of the Mexican minister. She 
is an American, a native of Chicago. 

Mrs. J. Ellen Foster, Miss Kate San- 
born, Miss Frances Willard, and others 
are endeavoring to form a joint stock 
company for the purpose of establishing 
a central training-home where both 
foreign and American girls will be 
received, cared for, and trained, and 
homes found for them through an intelli- 
gence bureau. It is thought that the 
necessary capital, $50,000, can be 
secured, =, Pag een Ss Se 








In October. 


The forest leaves are curling, 
Rustling, purling;: 

And through the soft air whirling, 
In erry, silent play: 

The changing leaves are glancing, 
Darting, dancing ; 

Their radiant hues enhancing, 
The charm of woody way. 

The fallen leaves are gleaming, 
Bri ay mary beaming; 

On moss-banks idly dreaming, 
In autumn’s mellow way. 

The withered leaves are dying, 
eobbing. sighing ; 

On field and glade they’re lying, 
A life ® passed away. 








+> 
Early Love for Good Books. 
Robert Collyer, the preacher-black- 





smith, recently delivered an address at 


the dedication of a public library in a 
Massachusetts town, and gave, _inci- 
dentally, an insight into his early passion 
for books. 

“There were a few books in our small 
cottage of three rooms, but these were 
among the best in the English tongue. 
the Bible and Bunyan and Goldsmith, 
with a few more I do not now remember, 
but these I read as you drink at clear, 
cool springs. Then a man came along 
from over the moors and brought Burns 
with him, and _= another’ brought 
Shakespeare. My father borrowed these 
for me to read, and the world grew great 
and wide and wonderful to me as I read 
them, while to this day I notice that I 
care more for the history of England in 
Shakespeare’s grand dramas than I do for 
Hume and Froude and Macaulay, so great 
was the spell cast over my life. Then 
an old farmer came along with a couple 
of volumes, and said, ‘ Here, lad, I notice 
thou is fond o’ good reading, and I think 
thou will like to read these books. It 
was Irving’s Sketch-Book and it was 
Christmas Day, and I was away from 
home then and lonesome, wanting to be 
with my folks and to sit by the old fire- 
side, but the magic wand of Irving 
touched me and stole away all my tears. 
Still, as you may see, this was only hand 
to mouth reading, I had never seen a 
public library, but had heard of them and 
longed to find one somewhere, sometime, 
as, [ fear, I never had longed to find my 
way to Heaven. Well, I heard of one that 
had been started only three miles away, 
and so I went with my heart in my 
mouth to see what I could find to read 
in the wonderful new library. I can see 
the books now standing on the shelves 
in the small upper room, and recall the 
old delight of my youth. I go into the 
Astor library now and then, when I have 
time, rich in the lore of all the ages, and 
have wandered through some of the 
finest in the world beside, but that small 
room in Addingham is still the story of 
one’s first love. There were some 200 
volumes, but here I was with all this 
wealth of books at my command at about 
the cost of three days’ work in a year. I 
cannot tell you the story of that first 
grand passion and the delight of it. I 
had found a library. I like that honest 
Dutchman, a fine old scholar, who told 
me that one page of Plato did him more 
good than ten bumpers of wine, and that 
was the way I felt about those 200 
volumes. I had found out the unspeak- 
able delight of drinking all my heart 
could desire, and struck the matchless 
intoxication of noble and wholesome 


books, that leave no headache or heart- | 


ache when 


a are sober, only it was a 
good whilé 


efore I got sober.” 
—-— +e — 


A straight lino is the shortest in morals, 
as in geometry,—Rahel, 
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Wisdom From Various Sources. 

And spite of pride, in erring reason's spite, 

One truth is clear, whatever is, is right.—Pope., 

To him who wills, the way is seldom 
wanting. 

Nobody is ever so happy or so unhappy 
as he imagines. 

Friendship is a silent gentleman who 
makes no parade. 

Great souls have wills; 
have only wishes. 

We have all of us sufficient strength of 
mind to endure the misfortune of other 
people. 


The love of justice in most people is 
nothing but the fear of suffering from in- 
justice. 

Deference is the most complete, the 
most indirect, and the most elegant of 
all compliments. 

A failure establishes only this, that our 
determination to succeed was not strong 
enough.—LBovee. 

Flowers are the alphabet of angels, 
wherewith they write on hills and plains 
mysterious truths. 

It is with our good intentions as with 
ow dishes—to-morrow is but too often 
the hash of to-day. 


State facts with clearness, urge argu- 
ments with calmness, and relate stories 
with truth anc brevity. 

Confucius says: Our greatest glory 
does not consist in never falling, but in 
rising every time we fall. 

Seandal, like the Nile, is fed by innu- 
merable streams; but it is extremely dif- 
ficult to trace it to its source. 

He who is false to present duty breaks 
a thread in the loom, and will see the 
defects when the weaving of a lifetime 
is unrolled. 

Every man stamps his value on him- 
self. The price we challenge for our- 
selves is given us. Man is made great or 
little by his own will.—Schiller. 

Do daily and hourly your duty; do it 
patiently and thoroughly. Do it as it 
presents itself; do it at the moment, and 
let it be its own reward. Never mind 
whether it is known and ackn@Wledged or 
not, but do not fail to do it. 


To-morrow, didst thou say? 

Methought | heard Horatio say—To-morrow. 
Go to—I wil not hear of it—To-morrow. 

¥ * * * * 


It is a period nowhere to be found 


In all the hoary registers of ‘Time, 
Unless perchance in the fool’s calendar. 


feeble ones 


tee 


P. T. Barnum and Temperance. 


Mr. P. T. Barnum is a great showman, 
and as such long ago said that there was 
much humbug in the trade; but a late 
statement of his may be relied upon as 
true. In his vigorous old age he is an 
embodiment of the principle. He says: 

‘*T drank more or less intoxicat ng 
liquors from 1837 till 1847. The last 
four of these years I was in England, and 
there the habit and my appetite for liquor 
grew so strong from month to month 
that I discovered that if continued it 
would certainly work my ruin. With 
a tremendous effort and a most deter- 
mined resolution I broke the habit 
square off, and resolved never to prac- 
tice it again. I have religiously kept 
that resolution for more than forty years. 
Had I not done so, I should have been 
in my grave a quarter of a century ago, 
for my health had already begun to be 
affected by alcohol. I was so delighted 





gave hundreds of free temperance lec- 
tures in every State between Maine and 
Wisconsin, besides Missouri, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, and California. I have ainaly 
expended thousands of dollars for tem- 
perance. I have built numerous houses 
for moderate drinking workingmen on 
condition that they would become tee- 
totallers, and they subsequently paid for 
the houses with the money and extra 
strength so gained.” ; 


Oe 


John Smith the World Over. 


In Latin he is Johannes Smithus; the 
Italians smooth him off with Giovanni 
Smith; the Spaniards render him Juan 
Smithus; the Hollanders adopt him as 
Hans Schmidt; the French flatten him 
out as Jean Smeet; the Russian sneezes 
and barks as he says Ivan Smittowski. 
In China he is known as Jovan Shim- 
mit; in Iceland as Johne Smithson; in 
Tuscaroras you forget all about Poca- 
hontas and Powhatan when you hear 
them call Ton Qua Smittia. In Wales 
they speak of him as Jihon Semidd; in 
Mexico he is Jantli F’Smitti; among the 
Greek ruins the guide speaks of him as 
Ion Smikton, and in Turkey he is utterly 
disguised as Voe Self. 
+> 


Fun From Here and There. 


A prominent lumberman in Burling- 
ton has had his coat-of-arms painted on 
the panels of his carriage, with the Latin 
motto ‘‘ Vidi,’ which by interpretation is 
‘‘T saw.”’—Hawkeye. 

A lady sent a note to a newspaper to 
get a receipt to cure the whooping-cough 
in a pair of twins. By mistake this 
receipt for pickling onions was inserted 
under the head of ‘‘ Answers to Corres- 
pondents: ‘Mrs. L. H. B.—If not too 
young. skin them pretty closely, immerse 
in scalding water, sprinkle plentifully 
with salt, and let them soak for a week 
in strong brine.” 

Gentleman : ‘You ask me for a small 
gift and do not even take off your hat 
from your head. Is that the way to act ? 
Beggar : ‘‘ Excuse me, most honorable sir. 
I dare not; for yonder stands a policeman. 
If he should see me take my hat off it 
will occur to him at once that I am a beg- 
gar, and he will arrest me. At present, 
as we are now. he merely supposes that 
we are two old acquaintances having a 
friendly chat.” 

The Elephant and the Stork.—One day 
an Elephant saw, for the first time, a 
Stork standing upon one leg. ‘‘ Well, 
well,”? mused the Elephant, ‘“‘ that seems 
very sensible. What is the use of my 
using all four legs at once? Better use 
one at a time, and rest the other three. 
May my tusks turn into Vegetable 
Ivory,” continued the apt old Pachyderm, 
“if I don’t try that.” So up he Jumped 
on one of his Hind Legs, and Enjoyed 
the sense of triumph for about one-thou- 
sandth part of a second, at the expiration 
of which period he lost his balance and 
Slid down a Sand Hill with such Speed 
that you couldn’t tell where the Elephant 
commenced or the Landslide ended, 
Having rubbed an acre of Sand out of 
his Eyes, he said: ‘‘The moral of this 
Fable Should teach you that Imitation 
is the Sincerest Flattery ; yet should you 
ever try to be yourself and no one else. 
It also might teach you the Nobility of 
acknowledging Honest Defeat, and of 
Remaining in the Background and allow- 
ing another to assume the role of the 











with my own escape that I traveled thou- | Dog upon which a Noyelty is tried,”~ 
sands of miles at my own expense and? Puck, 








ALVAH DAVISON, - - 


All communications for this department should be ad- 
dressed to the Editor, at Helmetta, New Jersey. 


EDITOR. 











In the September ‘‘ Philatelic Journal 
of America” Mr. Mekeel gives several 
interesting notes from abroad. 


Lieut. J.*M. T. Partello contributed 
to “Golden Days,” for September 21st, 
a two-column article on the ‘ Rocky 
Mountain Lion.” 





Mr. H. E. Deats is business manager 
for the ‘“ Peddie Chronicle,” a fine eigh- 
teen page journal, published at Peddie 
Institute, in the interest of the school 
and its scholars. 





Mr. Edwin A. Durgin of No. 25 Winter 
street, Boston, is about to publish the 
“Philatelic Nonpareil.’”’ The publisher 
will aim to interest all, but more 
especially the younger element of the 
fraternity. 


Several of the newspapers announce 
the publication of a series of philatelic 
portraits. Since the death of the 
‘Stamp ” and “ Collectors’ Ledger,” we 
have seen very little in this line, and the 
ad series will be looked for with inter- 
est. 


That lively paper, the “Stamp Col- 
lectors’ Figaro,” is not dead as we all 
supposed. During its life it was full of 
surprises, and it still continues them. 
The September number will appear with 
F. N. Massoth, Jr., as publisher, and will 
take the place of the ‘‘ Hoosier Philatelist, 
the two papers being combined in one. 
We will be glad to see our old friend 
back again and we wonder if it will emit 
the same kind of fire. 


In the September “Stamp World,” 
Mr. Hooper says: ‘‘ In Mr, Bradt’s adver- 
tisement I have seen ‘C. P. A., No. 1. 
As that is my number, I know perfectly 
well that it is a mistake.” Is Mr. Hooper 
so far behind the times that he does not 
know that Mr. Bradt is number one in the 
Chicago Philatelic Society, and that he so 
advertises it. ‘The Chicago society was 
established long before the C. P. A., and 
in membership is now about as large. 





Mr. H. E. Woodward will held his 
next auction sale on the afternoons of 
November 6th and 7th, at Bangs, 739 
Broadway, New York. ‘There are over 
1300 lots catalogued, consisting of 
ty revenue, license, etc. Mr. 
Voodward’s sales are always well at- 
tended, as the public know that there is 
aways something good in them; and this 
sale is no exception to the rule. The 
cataloguer executes bids free of com- 
mission. 





Messrs. Chas. ©. Gallagher & Co., of 
Camden, N. J., have favored me with a 
specimen of the new parcel paid stamps 
now being used hy the United States 
Express Co. The denominations are five, 
ten and fifteen cents; the stamps being 
about one and one-half by two and one- 
half inches in size, and printed in black 
on a light yellow paper. The design con- 
sists of a safe with wings, surrounded by 
a horseshoe and the words ‘“ United 
States Express Co., Prepaid,” and large 


and C. P. A. exchange sheets. 
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numerals on each side. The stamps are 
gummed and unperforated. 

‘* Santa Claus,” the new weekly paper, 
offers twelve hundred dollars in cash 
prizes to boys and girls. The competition 
is open to all subscribers, and prizes are 
offered for the best work in wood and in 
metal, the best photograph and letter- 
press printing, the best sewing, em- 
broidery, knitting, water color, pen and 
ink drawing, best industrial art designs, 
collection of coins, stamps, minerals, 
herbarium, etc. There will be separate 
prizes for boys ard girls, and the first 
prize will be $120. Here, at last, is a 
professional paper—one of the largest— 
that recognizes stamp-collecting. ‘‘ Santa 
Claus” is a twenty-four page paper, pub- 
lished especially for children. and the 
publishers’ aim to make it ‘‘the best 
juvenile paper in the world,” seems not 
far short of being realized already. 


lt is strange that there are so few rare 
United States’ stamps seen on the A. P. A. 
D Book after 
book goes through my hands, each of 
which I eagerly scan in search of the 
specimens I need; but I never see them. 
Such stamps as the high value depart- 
ments, the thirty and ninety cent 1868, 
or the twenty-four and ninety cent of the 
1869 issue, are never met with on the 
sheets; and why is it? Can it be that 
the old collectors have none of these laid 
away, or are they holding them for still 
higher prices ? Of foreign stamps— 
good, bad and indifferent—there are any 
quantity, but the U. S., for which every- 
one is looking, are as rare as flies in. 
winter time. There is no need of mark- 
ing the good U. S. stamps far below 
catalogue prices; they will go at almost 
any price, if they can only be gotten. 
The grilled series seem to be greatly 
sought after, with little encouragement 
in finding them. If any one has a stock 
of these stamps, and will put them on the 
sheets, he will be considered a public 
benefactor, and we will raise a monu- 
ment to him when he is dead. 
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American Philatelic Affairs. 


The fourth annual convention was held 
at St. Louis on October 7, and con- 
tinued until October 9. 


Matters of great import were brought 
before the Association, and from all ac- 
counts they were disposed of in a man- 
ner to reflect credit on the members 
present. 

It was feared by many that a clash 
between different parties was imminent ; 
but the festive atmosphere of this saintly 
town seems to have calmed their fiery 
emotions, so that everything was lovely, 
and the lion and the lamb once more 
swapped stamps together. 


There were but twenty-four members 
present—a far smaller number than was 
expected—but as these were “ chock full ” 
of talk, a large audience was not neces- 
sary for the transaction of business. 


Shortly after the convention was called 
to order, the president. John K. Tiffany, 
delivered his annual address. 

Then came reports from officers, mo- 
tions, resolutions and the multitude of 
business usually coming before such a 
body. 

Owing to the lack of space here, I can 
but make a few comments on the pro- 
ceedings of the convention, and for fur- 
ther particulars, would refer the reader 
to the “American Philatelist,” or the 
“Philatelic Journal of America,” to the 








latter of which I am indebted for the first 
account of the proceedings. 

Score another point for Mekeel! He 
promised to hold his paper, to give the 
“American Philatelist’”? a chance to 
come out first, but as they could not get 
out by the 19th, he let his paper go, 
and thus relieved the suspense of the 


members. But, say, Charley, how about 
hee big attendance you were going to 
nave : 


To President Tiffany’s credit, be it 
said, that the ’89 conventioners did not 
go hungry for three days, as did those 
who attended at Boston in ’88. 

Secretary Bradford was “ fired” with a 
unanimity which was somewhat surpris- 
ing, in view of the fact that some of his 
defenders were present. Mr. M. F. 
Walton, of Philadelphia, is placed in 
nomination for this office by Mr. Mekeel. 


The cost of the ‘* American Philatelist ” 
for the past year, has been an average 
of $241 a month, and in order to meet 
this big expense, the dues of the mem- 
bers have been raised to $2.50 a year, 
instead of S52 as formerly. The adver- 
tising rates in the paper have also been 
advanced, and it is hoped that these 
changes will make a considerable in- 
crease in the revenues of the Association. 


The Literary Exchange Department, 
which was created last year, has been 
a dismal failure; but as far as known, 
the fault lies entirely with the members. 
If no one cares to use this department 
to complete their volumes of papers, the 
quicker it is dropped, the better for all 
concerned. 

It seems strange to me why the officers 
should be denied the privilege of vot- 
ing the members’ proxies. -Surely if we 
have confidence enough in the officers to 
elect them, we can trust them to vote for 
us, 


A change which will meet with univer- 
sal approval, is the one adding two new 
members to the Literary Board. We 
nay now expect to see our Journal cover 
a much wider field than formerly. 


The age limit—that bone of contention 
—has at last been removed; and no act 
of the convention reflects more credit on 
them than this. Sterling’s latest can 
now come in if he desires to, providing 
papa will guarantee his debts. 


Bearing in mind the coming World’s 
Fair at New York in 1892, a committee 
was appointed to prepare and take charge 
of a suitable exhibit. They will not be 
hampered by a lack of time. 


The Association has grown to such an 
extent within the past few years, that 
berths must be provided for some of 
the new members. This has been done 
by passing a law providing for the 
appointment of a second Vice-President 
in every town or county containing 
swenty-five members. 


In the Exchange Department, many 
changes were made, but both individual 
and branch circuits have been retained. 
The Superintendent is now required to 
forward to members a monthly credit 
slip showing their balance, and by the 
aid of this they can gauge their pur- 
chases. Mr. Sterling submitted a very 
elaborate report of his department, and 
the figures possess much interest. It is 
cause for much regret that the Secretary 
failed with his report, 


The Chicago Society, through Mr. Wol- 
sieffer, offered a motion ‘ that a commit- 
tee of five be appointed to memorialize 
Congress to deface all dies and plates of 
stamps when out of use.” The motion 














went through with a rush, and Bogert 
was happy. 


The next convention will be held at 
New York City on the first Monday in 
August, at which at least one hundred 
members will be present, and in the prep- 
arations for which the National Society 
are going to spread themselves. 

—_——_-—_-4e0@——_ -———- 


“What is your income?” was once 
asked of a noted Parisian Bohemian. 
“Tt is hard to tell,’ was the reply ; ‘‘ but 
in good years I can borrow at least 


10,000 frances.” 

40 0 Varieties of picked stamps, no two alike, 

only $1.00. A“ V” nicke! without “ cents” 

with each order. Approval sheets at 25 per cent. dis- 

count to parties furnishing reference, and enclosing a 

2c. stamp. S. M. Savidge, Box 472, Pottstown, Pa. 

al » a) A 
STAMP CUTS FOR SALE. 

We have about 50 Stamp Cuts which we offer for sale 

at 36 cents each, or 25 cents in quantities of 10 or nore. 
Dealers, illustrate your lists. 


Plain Talk Publishing Co., 
5 Beekman Street, N. Y. 


GRAB 'EZAX QUICK. 

7 Bulgaria, 10¢c.; 15 Brazil, 17c.; 25 Cuba, 30c.; 16 
Denmark, 12¢,; 8 Egypt, 15c.; 12 Japan, 17¢.; 15 Mexico, 
17c.; 10 Russia, 8c.; 40 Spain, 25c; 50 Spain, 35c.; 6 
New Foundland. 10c. Enclose 2c. stamp for return. 

Box 29. I.. C. Richardson, Lawrence, Masse, 


10 FINE PRINTED ENVELOPES white or as- 

soit.d color , witi 1 ane, busi ess anl address 
on, all for 40c. by mail postpaid. Cards and Letter 
Heads at same prices. AGENTS WANTED. Outfit 
for 10c. Our works are run by electricity. Estab- 
lished in 1874. Address Clarence Depuy, Wieting 
Block, Syracuse, N. Y. 




















LITERARY AND SCIENTIFIC. CIRCLE. 
TWELFTH ANNUAL Course. 


ROMAN HISTORY AND LITERATURE, ART, 
PHYSICS, AND POLITICAL ECONOMY, 


——— 


150,000 ENROLLED. 
SYSTEMATIC SELF-EDUCATION. 


Address CHAUTAUQUA OFFICE, 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 


WEBSTER 


THE BEST INVESTMENT 
For the Family, School, or Professional Library. 














Has eed for many years Standard 
Authority in the Gov't Printing. 
Office ad U.S. Supreme Court. 

Itis Highly Recommended by 38 State 
Sup’ts of Schools and the leading 
College Presidents. 

Nearly all the School Books. pub- 
lished in this country are based upon 
Webster, 4s attested by the leading School 
Book Publishers, 

3000 more Words aid nearly 
2000 more Engravings thal aly 
Other American Dictiouary. 


GET THE BEST. 


Sold by all Booksellers. Illustrated Pamphlet 
with specimen pages, etc., sent free. 
G, & C, MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 
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FREDERIC NOYES, 
Dealer in Rare Postage Stamps, 
COLLINS, TEXAS, 

LARGE ASSORTMENT. LOW PRICES. 

Carries a Full Line of Fine Approval Sheets, 
Rarities for Advanced Collectors. 
TEXAS-MEXICO PACKETS. 
SEND FORK LISTS. 

25 WELL ASSOR(ED MEXICO, 10c. 
{Mention this paper when writing. | 


Are you a collector of Stamps? 
Do you expect to collect Stamps ? 


Assenting to these questions, your interests will 
not excuse a fuilure to send to 


E. T. Parker, Bethlehem, Pa., 


For a copy of his MONTHLY PrRIcED-List of Post- 
AGE STAMPS. 


STAMPS. 


Packet No. 26 Contains 100 varieties of used and 
unused stamps, including Azores, Natal, Constanti- 
nople, Greece, Heligoland, Peru, Hamberg, Italy 





(Segnatasse), Porto Rico, Ceylon, Brazil, Japan 
Mexico, Surinam, Venezuela, Newloundiand, ‘trini- 
dad, etc., only 28 cts.—J. Cy. Becker, 911 1-2 N. 


Mason St., Bloomington, Ills. 





Attention, Stamp Dealers and Collectors 


Send three cents, to cover postage, for sample of 
latest ideas in stickers. 


No Hinges. They do not Swell Your Album. 
UNXLD APPROVAL SHERIS a 25 phen dan 


count. Marked 20 per cent. lower than catalogue 
yviees, Address JOHN M. HOLT, 3 Bainbridge 


Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Our Keystone No. {° Packet 


Is having a great run. It contains 100 varieties of 
stamps, many unused and rare. Prive 50c. Further- 
more, the purchas r of every fifth packet will receive a 
genuine stamp, catalogued at $1.00. FREE! The 
stamps are guaranteed genuine, and are fine picked 
stamps. We guarantee satisfaction or money refunded. 


Address : 
H. B. WILBER & CO., 
14 & 16 Malr St., Cambridgeboro, Pa. 





STAMPS. 


GRAND BARGAINS. 


For a Short time only. Look at these prices: 


A Sa We Oly GOs coc. stat s-sb ayer. .<2s0- so sce A0c. 
Th oe OGI © DOG ONG ons ote bowas Se oade ssa aes yu-2 O76. 
TOUS ye 1 ohana Bs SS eG Gs es ene trou e sw oe se ee tenes $1.50 
Ue Aig a Se eee oe only 65c. 
In kg pt Ns A a ee ae DE ee Peter Pe Ske. 
164, Oa: purple on’ pull, entire! <. ...25s2.-3~..0--------- 45¢. 
"712, 240, ** MT eee an oo oa El amet oe wSeads Paes a ee 3c. 
*89. 300, Dlue and carmineé; only. =~ p60 2b 25. ose sc 90. 
PGE 1 S0l. CRS Cie ake nn Hho dle an ane elvan sa sense ss 20c. 


* Denotes unsued stamps. 
Philatelic Literature.—Send list of what you want; 
prices very low. 7 Back Nos. Agassiz Componion, 25c 
Job Printing by mail at very low rates. Estimates 
cheerfully furnished. STAMPS ON APPROVAL. 
Send good reference and receive in all stamps very 
low. Copy Literary (‘ompanion free with every order. 


W. H. PLANK, Kansas City, Kan. 


GET THE CREAM, 


If you want fine stamps on approval we send the 
best, also 400 varieties for ONK DOLLAR, and a stamp 
valued at FIFTY CENTs to every new customer. 


W. H. BRUCE, 
HARTFORD, CONN. 





P. O. Box 283. 









nay 


be 

Stamp Collectors in all parts of the United 
States to send for sample sheets of my 
fine Postage Stamps. Commission 30 per 
cent. on all foreign stamps. 

Rare stamps at low prices. 

Mekeel’s Blank Albums, Tiffany’s His- 
tory of United States Stamps, ete. always 
in stock, Address, 


CHAS. BEAMISK, Jr., 


2107 N. 18th Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


W. J. PARRISH ~ 


Specialty is Stamps on Approval, issues 
no price list but 


SELLS 


only from Sheets, and offers to Collectors 
from a large and fine stock of Foreign and 
U.S. Postage, U. S. Revenue, Match and 
Medicine 


STAMPS VERY CHEAP 


_ Send a 2e. ey and promise to return 
in seven days, and receive a sheet 


' ON APPROVAL. 


406 Holmes Street, 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 
A.P. A. 44 


Per ee 


$1.25 worth of Postage Stamps will be 
given free to all who buy first order of 
stamps out of our new price list. Send 
for it at onee. 

Our Approval Sheets are the best and 
cheapest in the market, and contain over 
5,000 varieties of stamps valued at le. to 
$10.00. GOOD AGENTS WANTED. 

Weallow 33 1-3 percent. on foreign and 
20 per cent.on U.S. Send good reterence 
with your request. Highest cash prices 
paid for all kinds of stamps, especially 
old collections. 


HENRY CREMMEL, 


- 85 Nassau St., N. Y. City. 
A.,. ete, 
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The Philatelic News. 


A first-class monthly journal, devoted entirely to 
Philately, It contains interesting articles by the 
foremost writers of the day on 


PHILA; Lie h aaa 


Its subscription price is 15¢. per year to the 
United States, Canada and Mexico. All other 
countries 25¢, 

It is the best Philatelic paper of its size in 
the World!!! 
RATES SENT ON APPLICATION 
SAMPLE COPY FREE, 
Address H.B. WILBER &CO., 
14-16 MAIN ST., CAMBRIDGEBORO, PA. 





ADVERTISING 











Fe 


alo: F. SHEFFIELD, 


MANAGER, 


SEND FOR 
ILLUSTRATEDCATALOGUE 


AND 


PRICE LIST. 
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sci History Notes. 


WILL H. PLANK, Epiror, Kansas City. Kansas, 





Contributions to this department are solicited from 
all readers. Questions will be answered by competent 
authorities. 


Seebach, the natural history man of 

Peru, Llls., has sent us a copy of his price 

list of taxidérmist’s materials, and also a 

copy of his neat little manual, “Our 

Dogs, Their Diseases and Treatment.” 
RS 


J. R. Nissley, Ada, O., sends us a copy of 
his new price list, of which mention was 
made last month. No collector of relics 
should fail to send fcr a copy. Special in- 
ducements are offered to members of the 
AS ASA. 
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Capturing a Tortoise. 


The school which I was attending a 
Islip, N. Y., some years ago, was to close 
on the third of July, and a school-mate, 
named Wallace, and I went out at lunch 
time of this day to gather some water- 
lilies, which were growing in a pond 
not far distant. We reached the pon 
safely and were soon in wading after the 
lilies, and Wallace stepped on top of a 
rock, as he supposed, when it suddenly 
moved and he became frightened an 
ran to the shore, followed closely by 
large tortoise. I hit the tortoise witl 
a long pole, which I had in my hand a 
the time; it instantly snapped at th 
end of the pole, held on and we dragged 
it back to the school-house. It was row 
nearly one o’clock and we hastily ticd t 
by a piece of rope to a tree in the school- 
yard. It was not tied long, however, be- 
fore it gnawed the rope and got loose. The 
sill of the school door being on a leve 
with the yard, the tortoise deliberately 
crawled in and up the centre aisle of the 
school-room; a little excitement follow 
ed, during which some of the girl 
stood on their seats. ‘‘ Whoever own 
this tortoise take it out of here;” the 
teacher said. 

Wallace immediately ran out into th 
yard and brought in the pole, and hi 
the tortoise another severe blow on th 
head, when it again grabhed the pol 
and we dragged it out in triumph, and 
locked it in a wood-shed. The tortois 
being of no use to us we sold it, afte 
school, to the proprietor of a large hotel 
known as “ The Pavilion,”’. for a hand 
some sum of money which we equally 
divided. After the tortoise had been 
killed and its head cut off it still held on 
to the pole, and its eyes were opening 
and shutting for at least three minutes. 
When its bedy was placed upon the scales 
it weighed forty-three and one-half 
pounds. I have not been in wading 
after pond-lilies since 

WM. F. PRESLEY 
Inwood, N. Y. 


——_—- +e —_-__ 
(:it33] Cured. 

A clergyman, after years of suffering 
from that loathsome disease Catarrh, 
and vainly trying every known remedy, 
at last found a prescription which com- 
pletely cured and saved him from death. 
Any sufferer from this dreadful disease 
sending a self-addressed stamped en- 
velope to Prof. J. A. Lawrence, 88 Warre 
Street, New York, will receive the recipe 
free of charge. 

a oe ae gee 


The best time to catch soft water is 
when it is raining hard, 


FREE READING! 


The Best Magazines, Story and Gomic Papers, 
LARGE PACKAGES 


OF THE 


LA’TEST NUMBERS, 


Guaranteed to Please, 


MAILED FOR 10 CENTS. 


Order now. Address, 
“Press,” Box 3259, New York City. 
LADY ent hts no 


BProrTo of your future Husband or Wite FREE ! 
Send Stamp for Postage. CLIMAX CO. CHICAGO, ILL. 
$5 to ““Certain Catarrh Cure,” Athens, Ga., gets 6 
: bots. prepaid. CURES catarrh, sore throat, ete. 
Book free. 53. 


\ TOMAN’S WORK, Athens, Ga., 506. a year. Prac- 


tical, attractive, helpful. No cranky theories. 
Copy, 4c. 53. 


AGENTS clear $150 Monthly with my new 
ADY Rubber Undergarment, for ladies only. 
Proof free Mrs. H. F. LITTLE, Chicago, Il. 

HINT ON INSECT COLLECTING, 10c, by mail. 
A book rage age by the Agassiz Association. 

GEO. H. RICHMOND, 210 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


fied. 











5'RE, new rubber unaergar- 
. LITTLE, Chicago, Il. 








You want 6 Silver Teaspoons FREE send us 5 
different addresses of your friends. Home Pub- 
lishing Company, 86 Nassau Street, New York. 











Story and comic papers, 10c. a pouna, 
by mail. Money refunded if not satis- 
Press, Box 3259, New York City. 











| WA NT the name and address of every agent. FOR 
A SPECIAL PURPOSE, Send quickly. Address 
W. E. MeCHRISTIE, 159 Main, Cincinnati, 0. 


Headache, ete. Agents make $50 


0 TT LED a day, either sex. Address: 


U. 8S. HOME MFG. CO., B. Dept., CIIICAGO, ILL, 








ELECTRICITY Cures Catarrh 








A 2 50 SAMPLE of our “Nonpareil Portrait” for tc. 
6 Terms free. More good specialties than 
i dust the Thing. 





GQ HORT HAND, fencing ‘Short iand. Lessons. 





$$$S For TEN CENTS we will insert 
your address in our Agents Directory 


which gocs to Publishers, Manufacturers and Dealers 
all over the U. 8. and you will recelve hundreds of 
Papers, Magazines, Catalogues, Samples, ete., which 
will bring you dollars. Lkaprer Co., New Haven, Conn. 


DO YOU READ? 


We are sending the works of all prominent writers, 
bonud in heavy cloth, stamped in gold and black, 
excellent finish, large type, fine paper, from 250 
to 500 pages to each volume for 45c., postage pre- 
paid. Agents send to us for circulars and prices of 
our Books and Holiday Novelties. 

NAME YOUR AUTHORS. 


WING MFG. CO., NORWOOD, R. I. 
Agent Supplies, 


COLDEDGECARDS 
15c. PER 100. $1.40 PER 1000. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL & CHRISTMAS CARDS 


A Large and Elegant Assortment. 


with T'ype 

INTING PRESS ine: 

4 Cards, Roller, and Case, complete, for $1.50. 
1ANT Self-inker PRINTING PRESS 

G t?" With Script type outfit, $5 

ack Sample Vigites Oards & Catalogue, Ge. 

W.0, EVANS, 50 N. 9thsit., Philedelphia 


«POSTAGE STAMP 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 



















A correct image of yourself 
Or any other articlein postage 
Bi’stamp form. They are also 

" ) 

gummed and perforated, 

, 100 for $1.50. 

f° Send 2c. stamp for sample 

f° and illustrated circulars. Ad- 

edress H. A. HYATT, 

N, E. Cor. 8th & Locust Sts., 
St, Lovis, Mo, 
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Daisy Pelspeees, orxs| 12 Little 


N]| plete, $1.00. Works|Brown Juge 
perfectany distance.’ for 15 cts. @ 
2 S.C. DYKE, Manu'fr, Akron, O. 


MONEY 


Complete Outfit for Manufacturing, 
$10.00. 


Send 2c. postage for description. 


S. D. Childs & Co., Chicago. 


CHEAP READING! 


We will send back numbers of story papers. maga. 
zines, etc., post paid, at 12 cents a EL ‘They are 
not cheap publications, but of the highest graae. tten 
a single copy sent in a package would cost more than 
we ask for the whole pound, if bought of publishers or 
at news stands. They cost us nothing, being sent us 
with our advertisements inserted, and we are glad to 
distribute tu our customers at expense of mailing, ete. 
You cannot fail to be pleased with a package. Siang 
of our customers who first sent for one, now send for 
three 3 “8 “gee @ month. 

ox 3061. Hub Subscription Agenc 
Mention PLAIN TALK. BOsTox, Mass.” nie 


FREE READING! 


If you have not decided what papers to subscribe for, 
seud us your address, with 10 cents, silver, and we will 
forward your name to publishers who will send you 
magazines and papers of every description in abun. 
dance. It isthe best investment you can make of a dime. 
It will yield BIG returns. ‘Iry it. Subscribe to no 
paper without getting our price. We can save you 
money. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 

THE HUB SUBSCRIPTION AGENCY, 
Box 3061. BCstToON, MASS. 


(Mention PLAIN TALK ) 


JOB PRINTING 
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100 xx 6-inch Envelopes, any wording, 40c¢.; 250 
for $1; 100 6-lb. note heads, any wording, 40e.; 250 
for $1; 100 business cards, any wording, 40c.; 250 
for $1; 5x8 statements at same price. 250 3x5 
circulars, 200 words or less, 50¢. REMEMBER, 
these are BEST QUALITY of goods, and sent 
POSTPAID anywhere in the U.8. Address 


WILKINSON, ‘THE PRINTER,” 


LESLIE, MICH, 


Grand Combinat’n Package 


THIS PACKAGE CONTAINS 
All the following Cards, Games and useful Articles, 
which ‘will be seut in a neat box, postpaid, for 25 
cents. Guaranteed to please every purchaser. 
One Pack Courting Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack Conversation Cards, (25 styles). 
One Pack New I1l’d Ac yua'ntance Cards, (6 styles). 
One Puck Yum Yum Cards, 
One Pack Love Cards, (new). 
One Pack Nose Poking Cards, (new, assorted, 6 
styles ) 
One mee Comic Flirtation Cards (assorted, 6 
styles. 
One Pack Escort Cards. 
One Pack Invitation Cards. 
One Pack Overtakers. (Best thing out.) 
One Pack O B Cautious Cards. 
One Pack Fonesse Question Cards, 
The Standard Beau Catcher. 
One Sheet Parlor Magic. 
Fifty Best Conundrums. 
Twenty Choice Games for Parties. 
A New Love Letter. 
Describing a Husband, Ete. 
Komical Konversation. (Komic). 
The Game of Fortune. 
The Game of Fox and Geese. 
The Game of Nine Men Morris ‘ 
The Album Writer's Friend. 
The Great Animal Puzzle. 
The Game of Forfeits, (very laughable). 
One Hundred Choice Album Verses, (select). 
The Great Eureka Prize Puzzle. 
How to Tell a Lady’s Age, (make lots of fun.) 
One Fortune Telling Tablet. (Best.) 
One Calendar for 1889. 
One Collection of Songs. 
One Dream Beok, and 
The Science of Palmistry, which alone is worth 
dollars to anyone. 
ALL the above in a neat box, with circulars of other 
goods, for only twenty-five cents, post-paid by mail, A 
big seller. Postal-note or silver preferred. Will give 
special em Fy ge) if requested, when sam- 
le box is order address, 
Bie S, M. BOWLES, 
Bennington, Vermont, 
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Puzzledom. 


Conpucrep By “ Fisco.” 





to this De- 


Address all communications pertainin 
ditor PLAIN 


rtment to EDGAR D, MELVILLE, Puzzle 
‘ALK, 924 Upland Street, Chester, Pa. 








Answers to Puzzles that Appeared in 
the September Number. 


No. 1: S-p-ear. 
No. 2: 
p 
A cK M 
Teh ae Ey § 
ME W 
Ss 
No. 3: 
1. Antelope. 
2. Jackal. 
3. Chamois. 
4. Cevit. 
5. Gazelle. 
6. Ichmeunion. 
No. 4: Excommunication. 
No. 6: Plain Talk: 
New Puzzles. 
No.1: INITIAL CHANGES. 


Change the initial of a mound and leave 
the soft part in bone. Again, and leave 
to harass. Once again, and have to con- 


tract. 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., . Sarah B. Hrbek. 
No. 2: CHARADE. 


The summer is gone, 

And the LAST comes swiftly in its 

_. ‘wake, 

Leaving the trees all shorn 

As though by a gigantic rake. 
Soon the grass so verdant green 

And the flowers, now in brightness, 
Will be covered with a glossy sheen 

Of almost dazzling whiteness. 
WHOLE? Ho—— 

Fill the coal bunkers to o’erflowing, 
And the wood-pile? stow. 

TWO soon the tempest will be blowing. 


PRIMAL. 
I say, 
The holidays are close at hand, 
Joyfully we hail the day, 
hanksgiving o’er the land. 
Jersey City, N.J., . . . 
No. 3: DIAMOND. 


1. From Paris. 

2. Part of the body. 

3. A metal covering for the 
body. 


4, gO NE 
5. om New York. 
Vy ber NAT oi 1b thee oe 4 gh acs Sa 


PRIZE WINNER. 


H. J. Winans, (Incognito), 391 Summit 

Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 
PRIZES. 

A copy of ‘‘ David Copperfiel!” and a 
large bundle containing an assortment of 
periodicals. 

The above named prizes will be awarded 
on the following plan: If an even num- 
ber of correct answers are received they 
will be sent to the one sending the first ; 
if an odd number, to the one sending the 
middle correct answer, unless divisible by 
5, in which case they will be given for 
the last correct answer. 

Answers to puzzles appearing in this 
issue will be published in the January 
number, and answers will be received up 
to December 10th, 1889, but no answer 
received after that date will count. 


Incognito. 


Solon. 





» PLAIN TALK . 


Cumplete lists of answers were received 


from the following named puzzlers: In- 
cognito, J. L. Pendur, Fred R. Grenny 
and Abbie IF. Baker, 


The following named puzzlers sent in 
inc»virplete lists: J. W. Falkner and 


Exchanges. 


Exchange notices are inserted free of charge, but it 
must be understood that we can take no Eeeponeinant 
concerning exchanges effected by means of this depart- 
ment, neither will the reliability of exchangers be guar- 
anteed, To avoid any misunderstanding in the matter, 
it would be advisable for those contémplating exchang- 
ing to write for particulars to the addresses before send- 
ing the articles desired. Notices must be plainly and 
concisely written and _on one side of the paper only. 
Send as often as you vlease, but not more than one no- 
tice for asingle issue. Notices of more than 40 words not 
inserted, Jree to subscribers only. 











A Bb cornet, good as new, to exchange for a Butcher 
Hub Cyclometer for bicvele. Must bein good condi- 
tion. Or will sell cornet cheap. ©. A. Favour, 65 
Washington St., Chicago, Ill, 53. 


A Wells, Fargo & Co.’s unused one cent newspaper 
stamp for every 100 United States stamps of any kind, 
Stamps must have paper off backs. A, DAVISON, Hel- 
metta, N, J 


If yon want a dog for a pet, hunter or watch dog, get 
a Cooker Spaniel. They are handsome, intelligent and 
not expensive. For sale at Mount Waite Kennel, So. 
Framingham. Address, O. B. GILMAN, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston, Mass. 55 


A lovely complexion and beautiful hair wjthin reach 
of all; nothing hurtful or poisonous; combination of 
fruits and tlowers; a remedy which heals and beautities 
at once. Simple, cheap, and reliable. Agents wanted. 
|.iberal terms, particulars, five cents. Address: H., 
Box 36, Wells, York Co., Maine. 55 

Rudge Coventry rotary tandem tricycle, all nickel- 
plated, for agasoline launch. GEO. A. RITTINGER, 83 
Fast 10th St., New York City. 55 

Wanted—Telescope, microscope, histories and other 
books not of fiction. Will exchange cloth-bound books 
for same. J. R. K., 447 Elk St., Albany, N. Y. 55 


WANTED :—Back numbers of the Amercan An- 
tiquarian and archaeological books in good condi- 
tion, for which I will give fine archaeological speci- 
noe py ceeh. Joseph Wigglesworth, Wilmington, 

el. v0 

Birds’ eggs, Philatelic Papers, Magic Lantern 
with 300 views, roa ie ges Outfit, Pair Roller 
Skates Old Spinning Wieel and an Old Army Mus- 
ket, all in fine condition, to exchange for coins, 
minerals or a good gun. Wm. Hutchison, North 
Star, Pa. 53 

I will exchange single-barrel shot-gun, 35 books, 
and over 50 lbs. of papers and magazines, such as 
Golden Days, Youth’s Companion, ete., for self-ink- 
ing printing press, stamps, or bound books. Send 
for list. Wm. Sutherland, Jr., Suffern, N. Y. 5: 


I have a number of articles to exchange for elec- 
trical goods. Kk. D. Melville, 924 Upland Street, 
Chester, Pa. 53 


lave Petrificd Wooi ond Crysta's to exchange for 


Miie:als. Mrs, Amanda Mi-ner, Jenny Lind, Ca’a- 
veras Co., Cal. 53 

I will mail 100 circulars, in exchange for 200 
U. S$. stamps (any issue) sent me. Address, Geo. 
P. Jacobson, Box 217, Calmar, Lowa. 53 

Shells, corals, sea oats, and all manner of pretty 
and curious things from Gulf of Mexico, for sale or 
exchange. Mrs. A. S. Meares, John’s Pass, Hills- 
borough Co., Fila. 53 

75 copies.Am, Exchange and Mart, 1 vol. Golden 
Argosy, 1885-6, 50 assorted story papers and maga- 
zines, for best offer of stamps or type. W. T. Smith, 
York,ba. 53 

A 3 1-4 by 4 1-4 camera for sale. Folding tripod 
carrying case and plate holder. Horseman make. 
Price $5. Address, E. J. Phillips, 160 Wilton Ave., 
Toronto, Canada. 63 

Indian Stone Curio’s or Coin to exchange for a 
view camera 4 by 5, extra plate-hoiders, tripod, with 
or without Lens. T. P. V., Woodwardvill, A. A 
Co., Md. 53 

Will exchange a good Violin, Telescope and 
Books of History, Adventure, etc., cloth bound, for 
a double-barrel gun, or a «mall printing press, or 
other offers. Write to I. T. S., Box 50, Stillwater, 
Weiss 53 
I want Fossils, Minerals and Geological speci- 
mens of most any kind. Will exchange stamps and 


curiosity papers, calcite and petrified moss. A 
neat little collection of 20 Var. Rocky Mt. Mine- 
rals, novels and a number of other articles. Send 


lists of what you have and what you want. David 
Van Sickler, Jobns own, N. Y. 

25 Large Copper Cents, old dates, including 1805 
and 1806, silver dime 1823, and lot of stone Arrow- 
heads and Spear points, to exchange for Books on 
Archaeology, Geology or Ancient History.—A. BE. 
Garey, Box 26, Easton, Md. 53 

STAMPS TO EXCHANGE.—Rare foreign and 
United States stamps from our books for United 
States envelope stamps, all kinds but the 2c. green 
or white, for special delivery, 8c. red, 15c, 80 and 
90c. current issues, and for department stamps. 
W. H. Bruce, Box 283, Hartford, Conn. 53 

For Ecxhange. 100 Cabinet Mineral Petrifactions 
and Fossils (named and located) for best offer and 
mound builders’ stone and copper relies or old 
cons. Writs with stamp enclosed is G. E. McKown, 
‘Box 836, Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 63 


t3 


Hidden Name, Pik Fringe, Envelope Cards, &e., 100 Larest Hong, as] 
MHustrated Pussies 76 Gamer, and New Sample Book of Gentine Cerda 
(not plotures,) Allonly4eents, HOME & YOUTH, CADIZ, Ou10. 


ORTY PHOTOS for Gents, only 10c. Lovers’ Pack- 
age, 10c. Gem Iniporting Co.,Chicago, Ils. 


FRE SAMPLES Fine (Cards, 5enastamp. 
World Oard Oo.,71 Green st., Cin. O 


SHORTHAND PUPILS and ACENTS Wanted. 
ituations; big pay. C.W. LOOMIS. Agt., Waterbury, Ct. 


.~ weauties. All Hidden Name, real siix 
tringé, diamond frosted cards, name on all, only 
10 cents. None but reliable goods sold by our 
Agents. W. G. Kimberly, sridgeport, Tout, 


NE CENT invested in a postal card and sent, 
with your name and address, will bring you, 
Free, a sample copy of Our Youths’ Friend, bright, 
sparkling and pure. Address, REV. P. W. RAIDA- 
BAUGH, 1862 Kast Madison Ave., Cleveland, O. 












ried Mutual Endowment Society, and receive 
$1.500 or $3.000 when married. Send 50 cts. post- 
8. KE. WALLACE, Frankport, Ind. 
AT rhiy AND THE LOsT 
A of early Vermont His- 
tory. Complete pain- 
ON E 9 E N buysa postal on which to 
send us your address and 
rw ee eee 
amphlet, ‘How to get Correspondence for Fun, Self- 
AGENCY, Al. I estie. Mich. 
Do Your Own Printhig..4 
eX N ize $44. Type setting by 
vary printed Yalow: Yor veniiees 


All unmarried persons should join the Unmar- 

al note for membership. Address, 
CHILDREN. A story 
phlet mailed for 2c. stamp. Press, box 3259, N. Y City. 
receive by return mail our 
mproveme and Matrimony.” Address, THE P.C. 

Card Press $8. Cireular Press $s > 
home, old or young. Send 2 stamps 






for eatalog Press, Type, Cards, to 


factory Kelsey & Co. Meriden, Conn. 3><7/ ap, 


CHEAP READINC. 


In order to dispose of a large stock of literary papers 
magazines, amateur and philatelic papers, we will sen¢ 
prepaid a large bundle to any address for only 10 cents. 
Rend now and have something entertaining to read. 
Address : e 
E. D. MELVILLE, 


924 UPLAND ST., 


MACIC TRICKS 


—AND— 
Jugglers’ Goods for Amusement and 
Stage Performing. 


Send 15 cents in stamps for large Illustrated 
Catalogue. Price List tree. 


OTTO MAURER, 321 Bowery, New York. 


CHESTER, PA. 





f-inking Stamp 
Ce ae Ciu 


m Imperial 
Any namein 


SNe ks Conn 
gS Est. 1876. Best references. Store & factory, 11 & 13 Center St. 








a baad as ARBACH’S 
ye ‘e ¥ i] 
PLAYS 









AN 


RNS & Views 
GANIE and Gantes- 
Husic Boxes, Organettes, Pho- 
ot St ernest 
Slectrie Mechanical Novelties, C, ogues "Os 
HARBAOM & 0., 809 Filbert St. Philada, Pa 


















This beautiful song, together with 
100 other latest songs, Worns and muste 
complete, will be given, ABSOLUTELY 
Say FREE, to every one sending only 10c for 
<# a three months trial to the HOME CIRCLE. 
See Over 300,000 prorLe read our paper every 
Mmonth. We want 300,000 more, 

The HOME CIRCLE is ably edited, splen- 
am didiy illustrated, and altogether one of 
mara the most fascinating papers published, 

aa Komember, 100 SONGS, words and music 

~ complete, and the HOME CIKCLE for 

only 10 cts. Address g 
, THE HOME CIRCLE, 

314 Olive Street, 

Sr. Louis, Mo, 
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A PRACTICAL INVENTION. 
NOT A TOY. 
PRACTICALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE. 
A COMPLETE OUTFIT. 


NO CHEMICALS REQUIRED. 
ALWAYS READY. 
A CHILD CAN WORK IT. 
PERFECT WORK. 








“SiSe* 


THE CELANOID PHOTO OUTFIT. 


20 Cents only. By Mail. Only 20 Cents. 


THE CGCELANOID is one of the greatest and taking novelties of the day, and is a revolution in the art of Photog- 
raphy. It makes Photography so simple that the merest child can take pictures of the clearest, sharpest kind, as expeditiously 
and as well as the best photographer. It needs to be seen to be appreciated. Thousands already sold, and every outfit sells 
another. L am duplicating orders in every mail. 


A BIG THING FOR AGENTS AND NOVELTY DEALERS! 


Parties desiring to handle this newest and fastest selling novelty can have quotations by stating how many they desire 
at a time. 














————— REMEMBER THE RETAIL PRICE IS 20 CENTS, ==—-——— 


Address all orders =. VAN SCHAACK, 
613 Patchen Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


OUR Thousands of Books, Papers, Samples, . 
$ ' A WEEK f R ki ki Saath, tr cond sede 10 CENTS orcttvert W ilk i (0 [| ars 
» ClubSystem aud hay ing your Agents’ Register 
which is sent Seen on ect United States, to WwW A N T E D. 


¥a| while as convenient 
manufacturers, publishers, card and picture compa- To do copying at home evenings. Work will 


to the buyer as amt 
4 in 7S . , 

ae spade ha | nies, ete., and they will send you their samples, Every- | jast all winter. Address with stamps 
body well pleased with their small investment. Re- 


awholesale spot cash 1 
system to us. The | member, only 10 CENTS. Send at once. Address, * PUBLISHERS No, 9.” 
KvuWAR> VAltl, Madison, Lud., Box 246 Galion, Ohio. 


ae co-operation of the 
club members sells us {When writing please mentiou tuis paper. } - — —- 
EMPLOYMENT ! 
MUSIC, of Oc. : Agents Make $175 a Month, 


8 watches in each HILA. 
f| 838 Watch Club, and wegetcash from igi 
the Club for cece watch) — it goes 
28 out, though each member only pays , co r: es The Beveridge Antomatic Steam Cooker 
1. eat en ‘ed On receipt of your name and address we will pics 

= | $x a bitin This aes eb och vee mail you one complete catalogue of SHEET MUSIC se eet ie a ae 
=i ts op betes mcf a is largest | | containing over 000 0 the lat st and popular sor g;, i ote. War coat ood. oak ait ayn, 
ee oe Id. W : ih Which We are senting at 10 Cents per copy. W line stoves, Cuoks in less idea, re ire 
watch business a5 SNe WOR wre This m sie is :etai ed from 50 . to $1.00 per copy. ( si : : =a Eat 4 
I Jonly first quality goods, but our] ‘ 3& PUBLISHING CO 7 less fuel. The nutrition is retained and 
‘LUBE PL a 7 Teavtien sera: #) the meal kept warm for hours. Five sizes 
6 Ae sa Chie o pod, Ilis to fit any stove. Agents wanted in every 
ae 6 Hehe eet |} town and county. Write for terms. 


Atal prices are about what others get fcr sec- 
W.EB. BEVERIDGHE. Balto. Ma 


ABRAHAM'S SURE CORN REMOVER. MANAGERS WANTED 


is a substantial Silver (sot inzitation of 
any kind) Stem-Wind American Lever 
Watch—cither hunting case or open. 
A permanent, speedy and painless cure for all Corns, EVERYWHERE 
Bunions, Callouses, Warts, ete, Will be sent to any | To take charge of our business. Advertise, distribute 
part of the U.S. on receipt of 15c. Satisfaction guar- | oireniars and employ help. 










































































aE ery i 


















Our $25.00 Watechisa Stem-wind, 
OpenF ace, first quality, stiffened Gold 
AmericanLeverW atch, guarantced to 











WASHING To} 







Hie! 2vcar 20 years. It is fully equal to any ‘ he ‘ i a ren 
‘| | watch scld for $38 by ot me We find tl I anteed or money refunded. AGENTS Ww ANTED. Wages $50 to $125 per Month. 
Mal 2 first-class Stiffened Gold Case much [Mink S. ABRAHAM, Chemist, Expenses advanced. State experience. Wages ex- 






ee 


more satisfactory and serviccable than 562 Grand St., N. Y. City. 
any Solid Gold Case thatcan be soldat 
lig) less than double the money, as cheap 
solid cases are invariably thin, weak, 
of low quality, and worthless after 
short use, Our $38 Watch contains 
numerous important patentcd im-}F 
ments, of vital importance to accur-|jii// 
ate timing—/’atent Dustproof, Patent Stem 
Wind, &c., which we controlexclusively, It 
isfully equal for accuracy, appearance, dura- 
bility and service, to any $75 Watch, either 
Open Face or Hunting. Our$43.00 Rail- 
road Watch is cspecially constructed for 
the mostexacting use, and is the best Rail- 
road Watch made, Open Face or Hunting. 
All these prices are either all cash or in clubs, 


$1.00 a week, An Ajax Watch 
Insulator given free with each Watch. 


The Keystone Watch Club Gof 


Main Office In Co’s Own Building 
904 WALNUT ST. PHILADA. PA, 





pected, repr ps7 references for home work or travel- 
ing. SLOAN & CO,, Manufacturers, 
294 George Street, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


NO HOME! 


Is complete without AMERICAN 
HOUSEKEEPING, the best La. 
dies Home Journal published. 86 large 
pages monthly, Complete on ail topics 
of interest to Home Folks. Serials, 
Short Stories, Household Econe-my, 
Practical Hopserseu ne. Heise Dress, 
Needle and Fancy Work, Etiquette, 
The Toilet, Every Day Hygiene and 
for the Children, Contributors: Olive 
T. Miller, Mrs. C. E. Cheney, Olive 
Harper, Margaret Moore, H, M. Poole. 
Margarete Spencer, Jennie June, 
Martha H. Davidson, ete. Subserip- 
tion $1.00 per year. Sample copy free. 


On receipt 

A FACT | Sse 
® will send 

4 AMERICAN HOUSEKEEPING for One 
Year, and make you a valuable present 








VALUABLE PAGKAGE FREE ! 


Wem st!]a eagints to sell our go's, 80 wil for 
a short tiie cnly send aviuw Ubi, pac.ase to agents 
sending name and ze. stamp to pay postage. We 
will also put your name in 5000 copies of our 
Agents’ Directory, send you copy of same and this 
package all for 12¢. in stamps. This will bling you 
hindr ds of sa. ples, papers, books, ete. We cary 
the finest line of agents’ goods in U. S. Send us 
your name, 


EUREKA SUPPLY CO., Box A, Aurora, Il. 


































NAPKIN RING enameled in jet. your name on 
it in gilt letters, 15e. 1 doz. plain $1.00. Sane, hand 
paiited $1.00 doz, ODOKR S'TAND and pin cushion, 
in old gold, blue or red plush natural shell sides, 
cut glass bottle, gilt base, 50¢. PIN CUSHION, 
beautifully hand painted in floral designs, plush rib- 
























































y led, silk ribobn hanger, six 2c. stamps. BOOKS! ! 1! Worth’s French Tailor System of 
Agents Wanted, ae bound in cloth, stamped in gold and black, 200 to Dress Cutting (retail price $10.00). 
Ta er a | 500 pages, large print, extra paper, 1000 prominent Any lady can cut and fit all garments 
Aix Watch insulator, 31,00 a works, 45c. All above sent postage paid. Enclose | with it. Mention this paper. This offer is bona fide.- 
Pitany ech. Sent by mail on receipt <ul A> 2c. stamp for circulars and prices. AGENTS, we Ed.) Address American Housekeepin 
of price, (C7 We refer to any Commercial Agency, Q are the manufacturers, deal with us direct. 148 LaSalle Bt. 





WING MFG. CO., Norwood, R. I. CHICAGO, 
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PUBLISHED MONTHLY AT 
No. 5 BEEKMAN STREET, NEW YORK, 


BY 
PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING COMPANY 
(INCORPORATED.) 








SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
IN ADVANCE, 
50 cents. | Six Months........ 25 cents. 





Per Annum 











ADVERTISING KATES. 


Per line, pe. {nsertion, 10 cents; per inch, 75 cents; per 
column, $4.00, Space less than one column must be paid 
at inch rates; less than one inch at line rates. Ten per 
cent. discount for 6 months; 20 per cent. for 1 year, 
pawn invariable and all advertisements subject to ap- 
prov 








Entered as second-class matter at the New York, N. Y., 
Post-Office, 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE, 


The subscription list of the publication known as 

Luray Breezes” has been combined with PLAIN 
TALK’sS. For many years “ Kreezes” was issued from 
Luray, Va., and had alarge listof subscribers and many 
warm friends throughout all the Southern and Kastern 
States. It was afterwards removed to this city, and, 
after a time, the consolidation mentioned above was 
brought about, 

PLAIN TALK gives greeting to each subscriber to 
“Luray Breezes,” and trusts that a long and pleasant 
acquaintance may be the result of the union. 


Stamp collectors will find in the 
“Philatelic News,” issued by H. B. 
Wilber, a paper worthy of their patron- 
age. 

“Plain Talk” is a good paper, and I 
shall continue to subscribe for it. My 
exchange notice brought me good returns. 


“—S., Tuskegee, Ala. 


———-40@—____—__ 


“Plain Talk” for October, is more 
interesting than its predecessors, and that 
is saying much. Full of good thoughts 
and statements of facts.—Messenger, 
South Haven, Mich. 


soe 


“Plain Talk” wants an active, reliable 
agent at each post-office in the United 
States and Canada, and exceptionably 
liberal terms will be made. Bright boys 
and girls will make good agents, and 
can earn their own pocket money. 
>> 


To any subscriber interested in pro- 
curing a library for society, school or 
lodge we will send, on application, a list 
of several hundred volumes and at the 
same time give instructions so that from 
50 to 100 of them may be had absolutely 
without expense. A little work only will 
be required. Inclose stamp for par- 
ticulars., 





—_——— —- ds e+ e—__ —_ 


I received a specimen copy of your 
paper not long since and after perusing 
it very carefully I can truthfully say 
there is more news in it than in any 
other small paper I ever saw. In fact, I 
am so well pleased with it I enclose two 
dollars for the complete set of Dickens’ 
Works and a year’s subscription.—T. P., 
South New Berlin, N. Y. 

—___$6¢—____ 

It is no wonder that there is a lively 
demand for the sets of Dickens and 
Scott, under our offer to send “ Plain 
Talk” for one year and a complete set 
of the works of either author for $2.00. 
If you have not yet read the offer turn 
at once to it. Subscribers who wish to 
earn their own subscriptions and a set of 
the hooks may do so by sending us three 
combination subscriptions and $6.00. It 
will be coniparatively easy to procure the 
three names. 


15 


BOOKS. 


Took at this generous list of fine books, each one a 12mo in size, and handsomely bound in cloth and gold, 
One book is given FREE by mail to every tenth subscriber on our list. Many have been sent out and 
every one has given satisfaction. The regular price of these books is $1.00 each. Schools, Churches, Societies 
and Granges may unite and by sending 50 subscriptions and $25.00 may select 35 books from this list. Send 


for further particulars of this offer. 


A Bachelor's Blunder. WZ£.Norris. 
A Carainal Sin. Conway. 
Adam Bede. £Z/ot. 
fEsop’s Fables. 
Allan a Haggard. 
A Lucky Young Woman. 
A House Party. Oxida, 
A Fallen Idol. 7. Anstey. 
A Modern Circe. The Duchess. 
Anne Grey. 
Andersen's Fairy Tales. 
American Chesterfield. 
As in a Looking Glass. F.C. PAilips. 
American Notes. Dickens. 
A Trooper’s Adventures, 
Arabian Nights. 
A Tale of Three Lions. //aggard. 
A Terrible Temptation, Xeade. 
A Wicked Girl. Mary Cecil //ay. 
A Peep at Number Five. 7>wusta. 
Arnold's Poems. 
American Humorists. 
Bacon's Essays. 
Bag of Diamonds. Geo. Af Fenn. 
Baptized with a Curse. 
Beaton's Bargain, Mrs.Alerander. 
Beecher, Henry Ward, Life of. 
Bede’s Charity. Hesba Stretton. 
Biographical Sketches. Martineax, 
Bonaparte. De Puy. 

Bound by a Spell. Conway. 
Books of Songs and Ballads. 
pests a Ward. 
Barnaby Rudge. Dickens. 
Boy Conqueror. 
Boy’s Own Book’of Indoor Sports. 
Boy’s Own Book of Outdoor Sports, 
Brief Biographies. Svitdes. 
British Female Poets. 
Poems. 

Poems. 


Haweis. 


Browning, Mrs. 

Browning, Robt. 
Bryant's Poems. 
Buffon’s Natural History. 

Buds and Blossoms. 7..S. Arthur. 

Burke on the Sublime and Beautiful. 
Burns’ Poetical Works. 

Byron’s Poetical Works. 

Brown’s Bible Dictionary, 

RBrown’s Concordance. 

By Woman's Wit. Alexander. 


Rook of Golden Deeds, Jonge. 
Charles XII., Life of. Vo/taire. 
Calhoun J. C., Life of. /enkins. 
California, History of. Frost. 


Camille. Dumas. 

Campbell's Poetical Works. 

Carl Bartlett, a Story for Roys. 
Children of the Abbey. Roche. 
Chinese Gordon. Fordédes. 

Cloister and the Hearth. Reade. 
Comic Speaker. 

Corinne. De Stae/. 

Course of Creation. A mdexson. 
Court and Times of George IV. 
Charlotte and Lucy ‘Temple. 
Cressy's Rattles. 

Dwyer’s Builder. 

Dante's Inferno. 

Dawn. Haggard. 

David Copperfield, Dickens. 
Dombey and Son. Dickens, 
Dickens’ Child’s England. 
Dickens’ Christmas Stories, 
Dickens’ Character Sketches. 

Dr. Jekylland Mr Hyde. Stevenson, 
Dodd's Beauties of Shakespeare. 
Don Quixote. 
Dora Thorne. 
Daniel Deronda, 
Dick Chevelry. 
Duke's Secret. Braeme. 

East Lynne, W od. 
Economical Coox Book. 

Eliot’s, George. Poems. 
Elizabeth, the Exiles of Siberia. 
Emerson's Essays. 

English Harry, a Story for Boys. 
Europe. //orace Greeley. 

Evil Genius. Collins. 
Explorations and Adventures. 


Braeme. 
Eliot. 
Kingston, 


Famous Boys. / age, 
Famous Men, 
Fair Women. A'rs, Forrester, 


Family Cyclopedia. Williams, 
Faust Goethe. 

Felon’s Bequest. Du Borsgobey. 
Frozen Pirate. Russel. 
Favorite Poems. 

Felix Holt. £Zfot, 

Five Weeks ina Balloon. Verne. 


Flowers From Fairy Land, Sith, 
Accdress plainly: 


Footprints of Fate. Phillis. Duchess. 


France, History of. Yonge. Prince of Argolis. Smith. 
Agama History of. Yonge. Perfect Etiquette, 
yi di Prose and Poetry. Petrarch, 

oethe’s Poetical Works. Picket Line and Ca ‘ire § 
Goldsmith's Poetical Works. Pickwick. Dye hgh rae 
Good Measure. Erickson, Pilgrim’s Progress. Bunyan. 
Gracie Goodwin, a Story for Girls. Plantation Jim, Mudge. 


Great Expectations. Dickens. Poe Poetical Works. 

Grandfather's Chair. //awthorne, Poe's Tales. 

Grimm's Household Stories, Poets of America. Cheever. 

Gulliver's Travels. Sw7/t. Pope’s Poetical Works. 

Hawthorne’s Champion Book of Practical Letter Writer. 
Recitations and Dialogues. Prairie Boys. A/udge. 

Handy Andy. Lover. Pretty Miss Bellew. Theo. Gift. 

Household Poems. Prose Writers of America, 

Heine's Poems. Ralph Foster. 7. S$. A. 

Hoods’s Poetical Works. Robinson Crusoe. De Foe. 


Highways of Literature. Pryde. Rocky Mountain Adventures. 
Homer's Iliad, Romance of a Poor Young Man, 
Homer's Odyssey. Romantic Stories from Swiss His 
Hours with the Bible. Gezhie. tory 


Houston, Sam, Life and Achieve- Romola. F//oé, 

ments. Lester. Rossetti (Dante) Poems, 
Hoyle’s Games. Rory O’Moore. Lover. 
Hind’s Disease of the Horse. Russian Fairy Tales. 
Hugo's Poetical Works, Sheridan, Life of Gen. P. Hi, 


Hemans, Sabina Zembra. Black. 
Hard Times. Dickens, Sanford and Merton. 
Hypatia. Avngs/ey. Scheherazade. F. Warden. 


I Have Lived and Loved. 
Imitation of Christ. A’Aemfis. 
Inthe Forecastle. .Cleveland. 
Ingelow’s Poetical Works. Secret of Her Life. /Jenkins. 
Ivanhoe. Scott. Shadow of Sin. Braeme. 
ack and Three Jills. F.C. PAtlips. Self Help. Smiles. 
ackson, Andrew, Life of. Scott’s Poetical Works, 


Schiller’s Poems, 
Scenes of Clerical Life. F7liot. 
Saddle and Sabre. Smart. 


Jane Eyre. Bronte. Scottish Chiefs. Porter. 
ess. Haggard. Shakespeare. 

oe Miller’s Jest Book. She. Haggard. 

ohn Halifax. ALudock. Shelley. 

<eble's Christian Year. Sketch Book. Jrzing. 


King Arthur. Afudock. Social Vicissitudes. /. C. Phillips, 
Kidnapped. Stevenson. Southey’s Life of Nelson, 

Kit Carson. Stories from American History, 
Knowledge of Living Things. Bed?7. Silas Marner. Eéyot. 
Knickerbocker. /r7zing. Sesame and Lilies, Etc. Ruskin. 
Keat’s Poetical Works. Swiss Family Robinson. 

Kingsley’s Poetical Works. Strange Adventures of Lucy Smith, 
King Solomon’s Mines. //aggard. Tale of Two Cities. Dickens. 
Lady Audley’s Secret. Braddon. ‘Tasso. 

Lady Valworth’s Diamonds. Tennyson, 

Lalla Rookh. Jfoore. Terrors of the Sea. 

Lamb's Essays. Thaddeus of Warsaw. Porter. 
Land of the Kangaroo, The Soldier's Boy. Afudge. 
Lamplighter. Cummins. The Parisian Detective. 

Language of Flower, The Dean and His Daughter. F. 


Last Days of Pompeii. Bulwer. C. Phillips. 

Last of the Mohicans. Cooper. The Golden Hope. Ji. Clark 
Life Among the Mormons, Russell. 

London by Day and Night. The Nine of Hearts. Farjeon. 


The Outsider, Haaley Smart, 

The Metry Men and Other Tales 
and Fables. Stevenson. 

Tangles Unravelled, A smba/. 

Lucille. Meredith. The Frontiersman, Afmari. 

Mar jenn Memoirs. The Death of Ivan Huth. TZo/stod. 

MeCau ay’s Essays. The Duchess. Duchess. 

Maid, Wife or Widow. Mrs. Alex- Tales from Spanish History. 
ander. The Christmas Stocking. 

Mason’s Farrier and Cattle Book. © Thompson's Poetical Works. 

Marcus Aurelius, Thoughts of. Thrilling Adentures. 

Meredith’s Poetical Works. Tom Brown. J//uehes. 

Mathias Sandorf. Verne. Tour of the World in 80 Days. 

Michael Strogoff. Verne. Twenty Thousand Leagues Under 

Middlemarch, £//ot. the Sea. Verne. 

Mosses from an Old Manse. Twice Told Tales, 


Lowell. 

Living or Dead. Conway. 
Little Dorritt. Dickens. 
Longfellow’s Poems, 


Flawthorne, 


Mill on the Floss. £/rot. Tristam Shandy. Sterme. 
Milton’s Poetical Works, Texar's Revenge. Verne. 

Mayor of Casterbridge. Hardy. Uncle Max. Carey. 

tae heal 8 Braddon, Uncommercial Traveler. Dickens. 
Molly Bawn, Duchess. Utopia. More. 

Mexico and Maximilian. Had/, Uarda. Féers. 


Vicar of Wakefield. Goldsmith, 

Virginia Housewife. 

Virgii. 

Vathek. Beckford. 

Whittier’s Poems, 

Weem’s Life of Franklin, 

Wild life in Oregon. 

Willis’ Poetical Works. 

Witch's Head. //ageard. 

Wooing of the Water Witch. Dof- 
dorne. 

Young Adventurer. 

Young Man's Friend. 

Young Folk’s Book of Birds. 

Young Folk's Natural History. 


Moore’s Poetical Works. 

Mulock’s Poetical Works. 
Munchausen. 

My Husband andI. To/sto?. 
Mysterious Island. Verne. 
Misadventures of John Nicholson, 
New Arabian Nights. Stevenson 
Not Like Other Girls. Carey. 
Old Curiosity Shop. Dickens. 
Oliver Twist. 

Outdoor Life in Europe. Thwing. 
Once again. Mrs. Forrester. 
Paris with Pen and Pencil. 
Proctor’s Poetical Works. 

Prince Otto. Stevenson, 


Paul and Virginia. S7/. /¥erre. Wee Wifle. Carey. 
Paradise Lost. A/ilton. Wooed and Married. Carry. 
Peep 0’ Day Boys. Banim. Widow Bedott Papers. |JWVAttcher, 


PLAIN TALK PUBLISHING CO., P. 0. BOX 3259, N. Y. CITY. 
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A Little of Everything. 


A man is known by the company he RHEUMATIS 
keeps away from him, 


The original D’Are horse is supposed 
to have been that which Joan first rode. 
—Sommerville Journal. 

When a Wall street man goes to a 
sulphur spring he gets a taste of ‘ fu- 
tures.’—Lowell Courier. 

A newspaper reporter accidently 
knocked a ladder down, but immediately 
set about righting it up.—Judge. 

A sailor is called an old salt because 
the minute he gets on shore he is in a 
pickle.—Philadelphia Herald. 

Nobody ever thought it necessary to 
urge a pawnbroker to take more interest 
in his business.—Boston Transcript. 

Magistrate (to Chinaman): ‘‘ What i: 
your complaint against this young man ?”’ 
Chinaman (unable to collect a laundry 


bill) : -‘‘He too muchee by-and-by.” 
“What does ‘ux’ mean?’ asked 
Brown. “ ‘Lux’ means light.” replied 


Smith. ‘‘ That’s what I thought,” said 
Brown, ‘but I wasn’t certain. IL know 
my luck’s always light, however.’—Bos- 
ton Transcript. 

Bride (in upper’ berth)——Darting! 
Groom (in lower berth)—Yes, precious. 
Bride—I’ve found something I’ve been 
lcoking for ever since my _ sixteenth 
birthday. Groom—What’s that, darling ‘ 
Bride—A man under my bed. 

This is the order which a little gir! 
brought into a Lewiston druggist’s stor« 
the other day. It was written on a dirty 
piece of note paper, as follows: ‘ Miste: 
Druggist: Please send ipecac enough t 
throw up a four-year-old girl.” 

‘“‘Deacon Spiggles,” said a country 
minister after services, ‘‘ how do you ac- 
count for the poor collection taken vy 
this morning ?” ‘‘ Well, I dunno, domi- 
nie,’ replied the deacon, scratching his 
chin, ‘‘’nless ’twas the sermon.” 

A Gocd Templar in Chico, Cal., go 
full and went up to the ledge room it 
that condition. Ile knocked at the inne 
door and gaye the passwerd to the guard- 
jan, who was a Milesian and who had. 
with the mother wit of his race, placed 
his nose to the wicket iustead of his ear, 
He repeated the word ‘ Abstinence” the 
second time and asked: ‘‘ Dennis, wh) 
doncher open ’er door? Hain’t I got the 
right password?” ‘ Yis, sor,” bawled 
Dennis, within hearing of the whole 
lodge, ‘‘ you do be having the right pass- 
word intirely, but, be jabers, sor, yez 
hav the wrong smell.” 

Something usual: ‘I feel so worried 
about Charles!” sighed Mrs. Wildhus- 
band. ‘It’s getting late, sure enough,” 
said sister Kate, looking at the clock; 
“but I guess nothing unusual has hap- 
ened.” ‘That is what frets me,” replied 
Mrs. Wildhushband; ‘‘I am afraid some- 
thing usual has happened to Charles.”— 
Boston Transcript. 

It was the young tailor who said, re- 
ferring to a rival for the affections of a 
young lady, that he thought that he knew 
enough to be able to cut him out.—Som- 
erville Journal. 

‘‘Say, mister, gimme a dime ?” begged 
a hard and manifestly inebriated tramp 
of a portly and philanthropic looking 
gentleman. ‘‘ What would you do with 
the dime if I gave it to you?” asked the 
gentleman, regarding him = suspiciousy. 
“Do with it!” growled the tramp. detect- 
ing failure in the start, “put it in the 
contribution box. _ What do yer suppose 
I'd do with it ?’—Exchange. 
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Can Be 
Cured 
BY ROYAL RHEUMATISM REMEDY. 


Price, Only 25c. a bottle, post paid. 


Cures Inflammatory Rheumatism, Gout, Lame 
Back, Stiff Joints, ete. Address, 
J. ROBT. WADE, Petersburg, Va, 


HARMONICAS., The Celebrated “Hamburgen 
Richter ” with its improved “ Bone Mouthpiece.” 
Unsurpassed as to purity and strength of tone. 
Silver Reeds, elegantly finished, in any key, 25 cts. 
Postpaid. 


ViOLIN STRI* CS.Stiongest in the world. 
Russian Cut Strings, the tinest made, 20 cts. each, 
8 for $1.00. Mun’s Books and Strings for all instru- 
nents, best assortment and lowest prices in America. 
Before purchasing any:hing in the Music line, writ2 
to K. }, Fischer, 264 Seagwick St., Chicago ils, 
BIG SNAP! DON’T DELAY! 
[ will send a 50 cent sample 
for 30 days only, on receipt 
of 20 cents. A big novelty, 
and you can make $15 a day 
every day ot your life. 

r.U.Y. DAVIS, 


Box 21, Salem, Mass. 
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FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS 
FROM 1 TO 10. 

NAME On 25 cards, in Gold, 5 cts. Name and ad- 
lress, 7 cts. Hunters’ and ‘trappers’ Secrets, 50 cts. 
deceipts for making Artifica: Honey, Egyptian 
Cement, Condition Powders, French Furniture Pol- 
ish, 50 cts. each. “ Handy” Water Pens, 5 cts. 
‘ach. This Pen writes with Water; this Pen will do 
is much writing as a quart of ink. 1 package of 
Starch Enamel, 1 of Electrie Powder, 25 cts. each. 
Stove Polish, 10 cts. Receipt for Tar Making; 2 
tinds of ink, 10 cts. each. ‘ihe above sent postage 
said on receipt of price (U. S. A.) P. O. Stamps 
taken (send 1 and 2 please). Write for deseription 
of goods. AGENTS WANTED. _ Address, 

ARTHUR V. KERR. 
PUTNEY, VT. 








WANTED FOR SECRET SERVICE. 


Intelligent young men, capable of acting as detec- 
tives. for full particulars, address THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL SECRET SERVICE (Incorporated), No. 
834 Broadway, New York City. 


50© PRINTING OUTFIT Ee 


and 1¢ MAGIC HAT RACK, 5° 


To get Avents and buyers we vill, for 69 days only, | RAR ECA 
T| ON send these two valuable articles |fR 











WE: ') postpaid on receipt of 25c silver 

‘2 es} KE or stamps. ‘$ sets 60c., 6 sets |B 
St: loo, Tus Is A WONDER. 

mt [So ne Pi OFFER, Outtit used for 

i Pe vetting up names, printing curds, imark- [i 
O ing linen, hooks, envelopes, pipers, ete.; 


contains 3 alphabets neat typ, type holder, 





== ind-tible ink, pad, tweesers, ail in neat |Be 
case with Directions, full Catalogue and terms. YOU |P 

can make MONEY at printing or selling outtics. |e 
Azents Wanted. Catalozue Free. Adilress - 
INGERSOLL & URO 45 Palten St VL VOY 





ee WE eo 


A DOLLAR FOR A DIME. 


We will send 15 portraits of Actresses and Pretty 
Girls; The Golden Wheel Fortune Teller; Dictionary 
of D eams; Guide to Flirtation: The Lover's Tele- 
graph; Magic Age Table; Morse Telegraph Alphabet; 
The Magic Square; 200 selections for Autograph 
Albums; 79 Money Making Secrets ; 20 Popular Songs ; 
53 Tricks in Magic: 85 “‘onundrams; The Deaf and 
Dumb Alphabet, and a Calendar for this year. 


LOW LIFE 'N NEW YORK. 


A Series of vivid pen pictures, showing the dark side 
of life in the great city. The titles of some of the arti- 
cles contained in this wonderfully interesting book, are 
as follows: “Fallen Angels,” “A Night in Water 
Street,’ “ Night Beggars,” “ Life among the Lowly,” 
“The Dark side of New York Life,” “The House of 
Detention,” The Morgue,” ‘Dead Beats of the 
Metropolis,” ‘The Detective Force,” ‘The River 
Pirate,” “ Halfa Day in Chinatown,” “ People who Live 
by Their Wits.” ‘‘New York Tenement Houses,” etc., 
ete. Finely illustrated. 


SIXTEEN COMPLETE STORIES, 


by Popular Anthors, embracing love stories, humorous 
stories. detective stories, stories of society life, beanti- 
ful home stories, tales of adventures, of railway life, 
etc. Allfora single Dime. Beatitif you can. 


HUB SUBSCRIPTION AGENOY, 


Box 3061. BOSTON, MASS. 
( Mention PLAIN TALK.) 
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DICKENS’ WORKS FOR THE MILLION 








Through a fortunate contract with a large publishing house, we are able to deliver to any address in the 
United States or Canada, charges prepaid, 


A COMPLETE SET OF 


Charles Dickens’ Works, 


IN FIFTREN HANDSOME 
VOLUMES, 
At just about the former 
price for a single cloth 
bound yolume, 





FIFTEEN VOLUMES FOR 


ONLY TWO DOLLARS 


INCLUDING A 
YEARS’ SUBSCRIPTION TO 
“PLAIN TALK.” 


THIS IS THE COMPLETE LIST: 


OLIVER TWIST, 
AMERICAN NOTES, 
DOMBEY & SON, 
MARTIN CHUZZLEWITT, 
OUR MUTUAL FRIEND, 
CHRISTMAS STORIES, 
TALE OF TWO CITIES, 


HARD TIMES 


BLEAK HOUSE, 


NICHOLAS NICKLEBY, 
REPRINTED PIECES, 
LITPLE DORRIT, 
PICKWICK PAPERS 
DAVID COPPERFIELD 


BARNABY RUDGE 

OLD CURIOSITY SHOP, 
GREAT EXPECTATIONS, 
SKETCHES BY BOZ, 
UNCOMMERCIAL TRAVELLER 
MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD. 





Over 5,200 pages. 
inches Clear print, good paper, neat bin 
offer like this?) Surely not! 


All the works eee and unabridged. A marvel of cheapness. Each volume 5x7% 
ing. Delivered to you free of all expense. 


Was there ever another 


BUT OUR SECOND? THE PEERLESS WAVERLY NOVELS 


Complete, 25 in all, made up into 12 handsome volumes. 


Free by mail to any address for only $200, 


including a years’ Subscription to PLAIN TALK. 


THIS IS THE COMPLETE LIST: 


Waverley, Heart of Mid-Lothian, 
Ivanhoe, The Monastery, 
Kenilworth, The Abbot, 


Guy Mannering, 
Antiquary, 

Rob Roy, 

Old Mortality, 

Bride of Lammermoor, 
Black Dwarf, 


The Pirate 


Fortunes of Nigel, 
Peveril of the 
Quentin Durward, 
St. Konan’s Well, 
Red Gauntlet, 


The Betrothed, 

The Talisman, 
Woodstock, 

Fair Maid of Perth, 
Anne of Geierstein, 
Count Robert of Paris, 


eak, 
Surgeon’s Daughter. 


Next to Dickens’ Works those of Scott rank in popularity and importance. No library is com 


plete without them, and no chance like the present 


to get them. 


Remember, neither of these sets will be sold Lr a gree re subscription to PLAIN TALK must 


cach case be included, BUT both sets and PLAIN TA 


K one year may be ordered for $3.50. 


Tell all your frionds of these liberal offers and get up clubs. Energetic agents wanted, and ex 


tremely liberal terms liberal terms will be offered. 


PLAIN TALK, 


5 Beekman Street, New York. 
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